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JOHNSTON

Winning the food fight
Bami Farm 
harvests 
help sustain 
community

Advisory committee 
now has no members, 
hasn’t met for years

Senior Center Board expired
By RORY SCHULER

The last Johnston Senior Center Advisory Board ap-
pointment attempt died without a second.

All the appointments’ terms have expired.
The board was established by town ordinance. It 

should have seven-members, helping to guide the di-
rection of the Johnston senior community hub.

“I am a proponent of having the advisory board es-
tablished and I’m anxious to get working with them,” 
said Richard J. DelFino Jr., who was named Johnston 

Senior Center Executive Director as Mayor Joseph 
Polisena Jr. took office. 

The Johnston Senior Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., 
now has “close to 3,000 members,” according to Del-
Fino. He said he can run the center without the board, 
but the community would benefit from a full and 
functioning advisory committee. 

“The Johnston Senior Center Advisory Board is ad-
visory in nature, but it’s an opportunity for members 
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By RORY SCHULER

Some Ocean State communities 
have made affordable housing a 
priority.

Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee 
recently posted a list of the state’s 
municipalities, where, “right now, 
affordable housing is under con-
struction. And we’re just getting 
started.”

The list, disseminated via Twit-
ter, included 19 of the state’s 37 
cities and towns. Johnston did not 
make the list.

The list included (in alphabetical 
order) Bristol, Coventry, Cranston, 
Cumberland, East Greenwich, East 
Providence, Exeter, Middletown, 
Newport, North Smithfield, North 
Providence, Pawtucket, Provi-
dence, South Kingstown, Tiverton, 

Warwick, Warren, West Warwick 
and Woonsocket.

“I can’t speak to the information 
used by the Governor to compile 
this list and what constitutes ‘af-
fordable housing,’” explained 
Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. 
“The problem is many people are 
locked into pre-COVID, low inter-
est rate mortgages and have little 

Johnston missing from Guv’s affordable housing list
MAYOR POLISENA: 
‘I do not support 

multi-family, low-income 
housing projects in Johnston’

By WILL STEINFELD
Special to the Sun Rise

I
t’s only two miles 
from the farmers 
market at Memorial 
Park to Bami Farm. 
Talk about farm to 
table.

If you buy Bami Pro-
duce, your food will likely 
have never left Johnston. 
Even so, it’s no surprise if 
you haven’t heard of Bami.

The farm itself is easy to 
miss It was established in 
2019. There’s a little turnoff 
from Route 6 into Snake 
Den State Park, with a wel-
come sign for the farm, but 
it’s just around a bend in 
the road. You only see it 
when you’ve just about 
passed the turn.

In addition, the 6-acre 
plot is long but skinny. 
From the road you don’t 
see sweeping fields, just a 
white farm house — locked 
up because of asbestos — 
and a gated dirt road. Look 
closely and you may see 
the top of the farm’s high 
tunnel, which is like a 
semi-greenhouse, and 
bunches of daisies tangled 
throughout the fences, 
bringing pollinators to the 
crops.

BAMI VISIT: Above, on May 19, U.S. Sen. Jack 
Reed visited Johnston’s Bami Farm, where 15 farmers 
grow food to feed families and produce specialty 
crops to be sold at local farms. (Photo courtesy U.S. 
Sen. Jack Reed’s office)
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HIDDEN FROM VIEW: 
At right, Bami Farm is nondescript, 

shielded from the road by a lawn and a line 
of broad trees. For those who want to see 

what it's like on the inside, anyone can sign 
up to volunteer on the Bami Farm website.  

(Sun Rise photo by Will Steinfeld)
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Yes, you can get there from here!
Now serving 30 nonstop destinations.

Why fly from Rhode Island T. F. Green International Airport 
to 30 cities? Let’s count the reasons: great low fares, 

affordable on-site parking, incredible customer service, 
plus all the airport amenities you could ever want.

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

*NextGen Account available to 13–25-year-olds. Online account opening available for ages 
18-25. Under 18, please visit a branch to open. Requires a Share Savings Account with a 
$5 balance. Minimum to open NextGen Account is $25. Free debit card upon approval. 
$10/month in ATM surcharges rebated for any ATM outside of network, plus no ATM fees 
on thousands of participating ATMs. At age 26, the account will become the Greenwood 
Checking Account. 
Federally insured by NCUA
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You’re On Your Way!
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By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston Senior Center ‘Spotlite’ this week shines on longtime mem-
ber Celia Ricci.

Celia has been visiting our center for the past 18 years, and has been called 
the “Queen of Hearts,” by many, due to her commitment to playing Hi-Lo 
Jack twice per week for all these years.

Somehow this "Queen of Hearts" description might be more appropriately 
applied to the fact that the mention of Celia's name brings a cheerful smile 
to the faces of visitors and staff who describe her as "gracious, loving and 
lovely, and always having a kind word to offer."

Celia comes to the center regularly to enjoy socializing with many friends 
and staff, and enjoys the “fellowship” enjoyed here. Celia says her "faith" 
guides her through life, and those who know her and that familiar smile, say 
“it’s the goodness in her heart that is a blessing to all of us.”

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the John-
ston Senior Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regu-
larly publishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by the senior 
center.

Say you saw it in the

Johnston 
SunRise

‘Senior Spotlite’

QUEEN OF HEARTS: Celia Ricci is known affectionately as the Johnston Senior 
Center’s “Queen of Hearts.” (Photo courtesy Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

Johnston Senior Center’s 
‘Queen of Hearts’
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By PETE FONTAINE

Of the 108 vintage vehicles that were re-
cently on display at The Society for the 
Preservation and Appreciation of Antique 
Motor Fire Apparatus in America 
(SPAAMFAA) 2023’s National Conven-

tion recently held in Warwick, the Johnston Fire De-
partment and Local 1950 Association of Firefighters 
were in the spotlight.

JFD Chief David Iannuccilli and former Chief Alan 
Zambarano accepted SPAAMFAA’s prestigious Na-
tional Preservation Award from Richard Quetta, a 
North Providence resident and president of the Rhode 
Island Antique Fire Apparatus Society that hosted the 
impressive four-day convention/muster that conclud-
ed with an awards banquet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Warwick.

“We are thrilled for the Johnston Fire Department 
and Local 1950 Association of Firefighters,” Quetta 
said. “Johnston was one of three Rhode Island Depart-
ments that have fulfilled this task and kept firefighting 
history alive.”

It was the JFD’s extremely well-maintained 1936 
Maxim Pumper that received the coveted national 
award that was graciously accepted by Iannuccilli and 
Zambarano as well as Local 1950’s Executive Board, 
headed by President Keith Calci, Vice President Jon 
Pistacchio, Secretary Joe Pingitore and members Don 
Roberts, Chris DelFino and Sal Martira.

“Thank you to SPAAMFAA and the Rhode Island 
Antique Fire Apparatus Society for this tremendous 
honor,” said Pistacchio. “Everyone in the JFD and Lo-
cal 1950 really appreciates this nationally coveted 
honor.”

Moreover, Quetta said that many of the 275 regis-
tered guests who viewed all 108 antique fire trucks 
that were on display outside the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
and 200 people who attended the awards banquet 
were “tremendously impressed” with the JFD/Local 
1950’s 1936 Maxim Pumper.

History has it that that the Johnston Hose Company 
No. 1 ran the 1936 Maxim Model YASC-3 as an engine 
out of the Willow Street Station located in the Thorn-
ton section of town. It was placed in service in March 
of 1937 and served the Town of Johnston until it was 
taken out of service in October of 1973 when the de-
partment transitioned to a fully paid unit.

Engine 13 remained in reserve status for several 
years after which it was refurbished by the Johnston 
Volunteers and maintained by the late Johnston Hose 
1 President Mike Placella and Zambarano.

Recently, last November in fact, the 1936 Maxim 
Pumper was gifted to the Johnston Firefighters Union 
Local 1950. The truck now serves the JFD and Local 
1950 as their Honor Guard Truck and is also utilized 
for parades such as the JHS Homecoming, shows and 
even funerals.

2023 SPAAMFAA NATIONAL CONVENTION

JFD wins National Preservation Award
JFD WINS: The Johnston Fire Department accepted SPAAMFAA’s prestigious National Preservation Award from Richard Quetta, a North Providence resident and 
president of the Rhode Island Antique Fire Apparatus Society last week at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick. (Photos courtesy Jonathan Pistacchio)

NATIONAL 
NICHE: 
Richard Quetta, 
president of the 
Rhode Island 
Antique Fire 
Apparatus 
Society, presents 
the prestigious 
SPAAMFAA 
National 
Preservation 
Award to JFD 
Chief David 
Iannuccilli and 
former Chief 
Alan Zambarano 
at last week’s 
awards dinner in 
Warwick.  
For more 
photos turn to 
Page 4.
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penalty free withdrawal of up to half the original principal balance during the original 15-month term of the account. A penalty will 
be imposed for any subsequent early withdrawals. Fees may reduce earnings. This is a limited time off er and can be withdrawn at 
any time.

20+ locations across RI and eastern CT
Now open in Newport! Coming soon to Warren, RI

Catch 
this 
wave.

7-MONTH
CD SPECIAL
(NEW MONEY ONLY)

15-MONTH
CD SPECIAL
(NEW MONEY ONLY)

One penalty free withdrawal

5.25%* 4.75%**
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD* ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD*

APY
Maximize your savings 
with Centreville Bank. 
Choose the rate that best 
suits your fi nancial goals. 
These special off ers 
are available for a limited 
time, so open your 
CD today — in branch 
or online.

APY

40395_Centreville_Summer_CD_Promo_5.19x10_RING_f.indd   1 7/14/23   10:46 AM

MIGHTY MOMENT: Former JFD Chief Alan Zambarano and his wife are holding 
the national Preservation Award in front the JFD’s 1936 Maxim Pumper that is still 
housed in the Thornton section of Johnston.

PRESERVING HISTORY: Above, the 1936 Maxim Pumper was gifted to the John-
ston Firefighters Union Local 1950. The truck now serves the JFD and Local 1950 
as their Honor Guard Truck. (Photos courtesy Jonathan Pistacchio)

PRIZE POSSESSION: Local 1950 President Keith Calci and Vice President Jon 
Pistacchio hold the prestigious SPAAMFA National Preservation Award with union 
members Don Roberts, Chris DelFino, Dave Pingitore and Sal Martira  at a recent 
awards dinner in Warwick. (JFD Local 1950 photos)
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DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

and the community to be informed,” 
DelFino said. “The previous appoint-
ments have expired. Right now there is 
no board.”

The town’s Code of Ordinances estab-
lished the advisory committee, and stip-
ulates each town council member make 
an appointment. Appointments should 
be serving staggered terms.

The mayor also makes two appoint-
ments, for a two-year and a three-year 
term.

“All of those appointments had ex-
pired,” DelFino said, so he recently noti-
fied Town Clerk Vincent P. Baccari Jr. 
that the “process to replace” those mem-
bers should begin.

Town Councilman Robert Civetti at-
tempted to make his appointment to the 
board at the July 10 monthly Town 
Council meeting. Town Council Presi-
dent Robert V. Russo wasn’t at the meet-
ing, but the other three members sat si-
lently after Civetti named his appoint-
ment — Stephen Macchioni, a former 
member of Town Council.

“I nominated Stephen Macchioni for 
appointment to the Senior Center Board 
after speaking with Mr. Macchioni and 
Director Richard Delfino,” Civetti wrote 
via email following the meeting. “Mr. 
Macchioni is a long-time resident of the 
Town of Johnston and a former council-
man. Mr. Macchioni has been active in 
the Town of Johnston and other local 
communities for years.”

Town Council members Linda Fol-
carelli, Lauren Garzone and Alfred T. 
Carnevale have not responded to multi-
ple requests for comment. They all sat 
silently during the meeting; they gave 
no reason for their refusal to support 
Macchioni’s appointment.  

“I have had the pleasure of working 
with Mr. Macchioni in the Johnston Lit-
tle League and I know that he would be 
an asset to the Board of the Johnston Se-
nior Center,” Civetti said. “Director Del-
fino expressed that he looked forward to 
having the opportunity to work with Mr. 
Macchioni and appreciated my consider-
ation of nominating Mr. Macchioni to 
that position.”

The mayor has also been silent on 
Macchioni’s nomination to the board. 
Polisena has not responded to emailed 
requests for comment regarding Town 
Council’s failure to endorse his appoint-
ment. 

“The board is strictly an advisory 
board,” DelFino said. “But since it is a 
board … established by ordinance, it’s 
required … It falls under the Open Meet-
ing Laws.”

The pandemic possibly helped to 
evaporate the board, but the body has 
long been defunct. 

“I don’t believe the board ever met 
during the COVID pandemic,” DelFino 
said. “Once board is together, I will coor-
dinate the meetings in conjunction with 
the town clerk.”

DelFino explained that doesn’t “need 
the board to function.”

“But I need the board to be an advo-
cate in the community and provide 
ideas,” he said earlier this week. “The 

mayor appoints the senior center direc-
tor; but we are like most senior centers in 
the state — nonprofit but we rely on 
municipal funds to survive.”

The Johnston Senior Center is a town-
owned building.

“He should have a board,” Civetti said 
on Tuesday. “I think immediate action is 
necessary. There should be some gover-
nance over the center. You have a very 
competent director, but he needs a board 
for general oversight.”

Since the Town Council and mayor ap-
point the seven-member board, Civetti 
argues the town “has financial control to 
an extent.”

“Without having an audit done, with-
out a board, who knows what shape its 
in?” Civetti asked. 

Town Council members also consid-
ered each others’ appointments to the 
newly created Charter Review Commit-
tee.

Nominations by Folcarelli, Garzone 
and Carnevale all passed easily. Civetti 
voted for them. He seconded a few. One 
of Civetti’s nominations, Ronald Bian-
chi, was approved. But when it came 
time to make his second appointment, 
he was once again met by silence.

Civetti recommended local attorney 
Andrew Dimitri for appointment to the 
Charter Review Committee.

“As for attorney Andrew Dimitri, hav-
ing a young attorney that's interested in 
the development of the community, be 
part of the (charter) review commission 
would have been a great asset to that 
committee. I would love to know why 
my colleagues rejected these two indi-
viduals.”

Civetti hoped Dimitri could “bring 
youth and his experience to the commit-
tee.”

“Attorney Dimitri has been a lifelong 
resident of the Town of Johnston and is 
interested in getting involved in the 
community,” Civetti wrote via email. 
“Andrew currently works in the family 
practice managed by his dad, Judge Wil-
liam Dimitri. The firm currently pro-
vides legal services  to municipal entities 
in the State of Rhode Island and I believe 
that his and the firms experience would 
be of great help as the committee re-
views the Town Charter provisions for 
Johnston.”

Folcarelli, Garzone and Carnevale 
were also silent on the Dimitri appoint-
ment. They would not second a motion 
on his appointment, so no vote was tak-
en. The three did not respond to phone 
calls or emailed requests for comment.

“Getting some fresh ideas and exploit-
ing the talents/expertise of our residents 
is something that can only help guide 
the Town of Johnston in the future,” 
Civetti said. “Once again I believe that 
Attorney Andrew Dimitri would have 
brought some terrific ideas and valuable 
input to the Charter Review Committee 
and am very disappointed that my col-
leagues would not allow (him) to join 
Ronald Bianchi in representing District 5 
on the Charter Review Commission. Mr. 
Bianchi and Attorney Dimitri would 
have worked well together and been 
great representation for the residents in 
District 5.”

Polisena also did not respond to re-
quests for comment on Town Council’s 
failure to appoint Dimitri. 

■ Senior
(Continued from page 1)

desire to give up their low rate and ex-
change it for a current 6% rate.”

Town officials have often stated that 
very little space for development re-
mains untouched in Johnston. And the 
stock of available housing is limited by 
homeowners who don’t want to move.

“This means currently constructed 
homes won’t be on the market as fre-
quently as they were before,” Polisena 
wrote via email. “Therefore, the only 
way to make single-family homes more 
affordable to prospective buyers look-
ing to move, whether they are a first 
time home buyers or looking to down-
size/size up is to increase the supply 
with new stock.”

Polisena has often argued against cer-
tain types of developments. 

“Building low-income multi-family 
cluster units doesn’t accomplish that,” 
Polisena argues. “I support building 
more market rate, single-family homes 
in Johnston, if in the appropriate loca-
tion. My administration has met with 
numerous developers who are interest-
ed in building single-family homes in 
Johnston. We will guide them through 
the appropriate processes and proce-
dures to see if their developments meet 
current neighborhood standards.”

Polisena repeated his opposition to 
the type of residence construction many 
municipalities consider quintessential 
“affordable housing.”

“I do not support multi-family, low-
income housing projects in Johnston,” 
Polisena reiterated. 

■ Housing
(Continued from page 1)

THE TWEET: 
Gov. Dan 

McKee posted 
this list on 

Twitter earlier 
this week. 

(Screen shot)
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty

Thank You

Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Johnston’s Sarah Dyer Barnes 
Elementary School hosted a 
Career Day near the end of the 
school year. 

Principal Jill Souza helped to guide 
the school’s inaugural Career Day, 
organized by Amie Annino, School 
Counselor and April Marroquin, a 
second grade teacher. 

The event was a huge success and 
enjoyed by students and staff. The 
school’s first Career Day highlight-
ed the community of Johnston. 
“The volunteers were amazing and 
really helped students to see the 
connection between academic suc-
cess and their future!” Annino said. 
“Their futures are looking bright!”

Who they may want to be when they grow up …

BARNES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAREER DAY

CAREER DAY: Above, Tom Marcello (Johnston Fire Marshall), Sara Jilati (Physician), Lindsay Elgin (Photographer), Sal Buscemi (Engineer) Anthony Rainone (Fire 
Fighter), Lauren Rotundo (Veterinarian), Tom McCormick (Fire Chief), Angela Brasil (Administrative Assistant, Human Resources) Trevor Moss (Arborist) Candice Motta 
(Nurse) Eric Paulson (Accountant), Saam Kheradi (Public Adjuster), Rosemary Puleo (Insurance), Jennifer Rado (Cardiac Exercise Physiologist), Teresa Gonsalves (Town 
Assessor), Jeanne Paradiso (Photographer), Joseph Polisena (Mayor), Lou Marroquin (Police Officer/Investigator), Jessica Corrente (Oncology Nurse), Alexandra Rocchio 
(Nutritionist) and Anthony Pezzillo (Mastery Martial Arts) — all helped make the Sarah Dyer Barnes Elementary School’s first Career Day a success.

MAYORAL GUIDANCE: 
At right, Johnston Mayor Joseph 

Polisena was one of Career 
Day’s guests of honor. 



Johnston Sun Rise 7Thursday, July 27, 2023

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

 
 
 
 
 

Easy Online 
Application

Enter a Little
Information

Get Your Best Rate
Online in Minutes

Parents, see how quick and easy it is to
get your best rate!

U.S. News NerdWallet Money.comForbes
Advisor

Recognized as one of the BEST Education Loan Providers by:

Rhode Island Student Loan Authority

Our rates speak for themselves and these
national publications think so too.

VISIT RISLA.COM OR CALL 1-800-758-7562

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

OPEN DOORS: Lou Marroquin, a police officer and investigator, posed for a photo with Gianni Ball.

DESIGNING FOR THE FUTURE: Layla Jennings, a Graphic Designer, posed for a photo with fifth grade stu-
dent Kamille Jennings.
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking of adopting 
or know of an animal in need, please 

contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Attention senior dog lovers!! Meet Giacomo, this 
boy is sure to steal your heart! You must meet him 
in person, so please contact Vintage Pet Rescue 
as soon as possible to meet him! Please email 
adopt@vintagepetrescue.org  Yes he’s a little 
slower these days and he had some hair loss but 
you can’t deny how cute he is! Giacomo has so 
much love to give, just look at those eyes!! He is 
a medium sized mixed breed and is ten years old. 
He likes walks on the leash, has short bursts of 
energy and likes to lounge around too! He’ll be 
waiting for you at Vintage Pet 
Rescue! 

Giacomo By PETE FONTAINE

The Bridge at Cherry Hill opened its 2023 Summer 
Concert Series Friday night with a rather unique trip 
down memory lane.

Although the threat of rain forced the concert indoors, 
James Michael treated an appreciative audience to a 
magical musical tour that was filled with songs of yes-
teryear, history and clever wit from the well-traveled 
entertainer.

“Our residents really related to James and his songs,” 
said Joan Stanzione, the Activities Director at the John-
ston-based Century Park property who is James’ friend 
and arranged the concert. “We’ll be having him back in 
September.”

There were many parts to the extraordinary evening 
of music, as well as the story about why James takes a 
brief break for pineapple juice.

Known as the Broadway Baritone, James met the leg-
endary Robert Goulet — who became his mentor — 
when he was performing on Broadway.

The two became friends and as James said Friday 
night: “Robert told me to drink pineapple juice during 
performances and you won’t lose your voice.”

That’s why James’ performance of Goulet’s signature 
song “If Ever I Would Leave You” brought smiles to the 
faces of The Bridge residents last Friday night just as it 
has wherever he’s performing.

“What a talent!” exclaimed Michael Mangasarian, the 
Sales/Community Relations Director at The Bridge. 
“His special stories are endless; his singing is incredible, 
and he gave our residents a night to remember.”

A night that began with a special tribute to the late 
and legendary Tony Bennett concluded with his signa-
ture song “I Left My Heart in San Francisco.”

Residents filled the classy sitting room with applause. 
James shared many musical memories, ranging from 
recanting the days of the former Hit Parade, which 
filled the radio and television airways from 1935 to 1950 
and was sponsored by Lucky Strike Cigarettes, to sing-
ing selections from the songbooks of music icons Frank 
Sinatra and Louis Armstrong.

Among James’ countless credits are starring roles in 
“Camelot” and “Les Misérables.”

“James started singing at age 5 (now 67) and has per-
formed on Broadway for 44 years,” Stanzione said. “In 
the last 10 years he has been entertaining in retirement 
living centers and since 2012, James has done 5,000 con-
certs in Senior Living, Senior Centers and headlined at 
hotels.”

As Mangasarian assessed: “It’s no wonder James is 
the most sought-after entertainer for Classical Broad-
way Music in the Senior Community throughout the 
country.”

So, James Michael, who Stanzione labeled “a phe-
nomenal baritone with an engaging performance style 
and wonderful spirit” will be back at The Bridge in 
September to present a super show titled “The Golden 
Era of the Baritone” — and there’s no charge.

Next up the Jazz Trio with Al Testa will be at The 
Bridge and on Tuesday, Aug. 29 Kalifornia Karl will 
perform classic country and blues songs. Admission is 
free and the concerts begin at 6 p.m.

GOLDEN BARITONE

Bridge at Cherry Hill opens 
2023 Summer Concert Series

POPULAR POOCH: Maire D’Orior and her special 
friend were among residents who enjoyed Friday 
night’s “Now and Then,” James Michael’s musical show 
at The Bridge at Cherry Hill in Johnston. (Sun Rise 
photos by Pete Fontaine)

GRAND GREETING: Michael Mangasarian welcomes Broadway Baritone sensation James Michael to The 
Bridge at Cherry Hill for Friday night’s summer concert series opener.

HAPPY HOST: Joan Stanzione (center) joins residents 
Gerri Giarusso and Gloria Sofra during last Friday 
night’s Summer Concert Series opening at The Bridge 
at Cherry Hill.
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JOHNSTON

Whether you’ve been swept off your feet by a knee-
deep river while hiking or found yourself caught in a 
rip tide, anyone with such an experience can attest to 
the exceptionally frightening power of fast-moving wa-
ter.

Incidents like the one that happened off Conimicut 
Point two years ago, where a young girl was swept 
away by the tide, and a heroic man who tried to save 
her, both perished, happen every day along our world’s 
coastlines. They’ve happened at Conimicut six times 
total since 2008. And while we may not be able to pre-

vent them from 
happening alto-
gether, we can 
certainly do more 
to prevent the 
next one.

This is why 
we’re giving a tip of the cap and a shout out to the ef-
forts coming from Warwick, and its mayor, Frank Pi-
cozzi, to conceptualize and build a novel but (hopeful-
ly) effective means to warn swimmers, anglers, and all 
who might find themselves walking along sections of 
beach they might not realize are dangerous about im-
pending tidal changes that could threaten their safety.

Events like what happened off Conimicut Point are 
the kinds of tragedies that, regardless of your level of 
political cynicism, must weigh heaviest on the minds of 
any public official; but particularly a mayor, who is in 
effect charged with maintaining and ensuring the safety 
as best as possible of all the residents who reside in the 
municipality which they oversee. It seems to hold true 
for Picozzi, who was on the scene that particularly hor-
rible day.

But rather than dwell on the what-ifs and mourn, he 
got to thinking creatively about how the situation could 
be made safer. Known well before becoming mayor for 
his elaborate Christmas light displays that pair with 
audio from speakers, he wondered if there was a way to 
craft an alert system of sorts that could warn people of 
incoming tidal shifts in addition to the signs erected in 
the wake of the tragedy.

With some help from city information systems man-
ager Phil Carlucci, and from some components taken 
from an old police car, that MacGyver-ed system will 
hopefully be installed in the next couple of weeks, com-
plete with lighting components and speakers to provide 
warnings in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.

It’s a commendable, low-priced, and hopefully effec-
tive means to make one of our popular shores a bit safer, 
and it’s an invention you could imagine being replicat-
ed in other seaside communities, or even patented to 
turn into a profitable product.

But this prototypical piece of safety equipment was 
never intended to make money, rather just to hopefully 
one day spare a life that may otherwise have been lost. 
And that’s worth more than anything.

Creativity can 
save lives

I read your story on Johnston’s Tax Rate. It was very informative.
The headline said the residential tax rate was going down by 34% (“Polisena’s first pro-

posed town budget cuts residential property tax rate by 34%,” Page 1, June 22 edition).
There was no mention that the Homestead Act was only going up by 20%.
If the tax rate is going down by 34%, the senior exemption is going down by 34%, with the 

current senior exemption.
At 40K, this means the senior exemption goes from $929.60 to $612.00, which equals a 

$317.60 tax increase for senior taxpayers that other taxpayers are not subject to.
Most seniors are on a fixed income and to have a tax increase higher (than) others just 

doesn’t seem right and it would have been nice if it was mentioned it in your article.
I’ve always enjoyed reading the Johnston Sun Rise.
Keep up the excellent work.

Dave Barney, Johnston

Johnston tax rate story informative 
but missing a key fact for seniors
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LegaL NoticesLegaL
Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

DISH Wireless L.L.C. is proposing 
to install new wireless telecommu-
nications antennas on an existing 
monopole located at 1520 Atwood 
Avenue, Johnston, Providence 
County, RI 02919.  The new facil-
ity will consist of the collocation of 
antennas at approximately 161ft 
above ground level (measured to 
the centerline of the antennas) on 
the 180 ft tall monopole (measured 
to highest appurtenance). Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit com-
ments regarding the potential effects 
the proposed facility may have on 
any historic property may do so by 
sending such comments to: Project 
6123005218 - CR EBI Consulting, 
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, 
or at (978) 877-3493.

7/27/23

Sun Rise 
Staff Reports

Aug. 13
Rock N Jock for FARA

On Sunday, Aug. 13, it’s time again 
for Rock N Jock Charities’ 23rd annual 
two-day event at the Crowne Plaza, 
Warwick.

The organization helps raise money 
to fight illnesses, including Friedreich's 
Ataxia, an illness battled by beloved 
Johnston resident Matthew DiIorio, 
who’s family has pledged to keep up 
the good fight.

“In his 40 years of living, Matt liter-
ally inspired thousands in whatever he 
was involved but no more so than get-
ting people to participate in raising 
funds and awareness and making the 
need to find a treatment and a cure for 
Friedreich's Ataxia a priority,” accord-
ing to the organizers of the Race for 
Matt & Grace. “Through each challenge 
Matt encountered during his 27-year 
battle with FA, he always managed to 
find the good in it, and it was Matt’s 
mission to help others with FA experi-
ence the benefits of the FARA commu-
nity, which has converted an FA diag-
nosis from a lonely place of uncertainty 
into one full of hope and optimism.”

The beloved son of Sallyann and Jack 
DiIorio and big brother to twins An-
drew and Nicholas, Matt passed away 
on the Fourth of July 2021, due to com-
plications from FA.

Attending the Rock N Jock Charities 
23rd annual two-day event is yet an-
other way to show support for Matt’s 
family and the cause he believed in.

A Golf Tournament has also been 
scheduled for the following day, Mon-
day, Aug. 14, at Potowomut Golf 
Course.

“They have been supporting FARA 
and A Wish Come True for the last few 
years, last year they were able to give 
each organization $14,000,” said Matt’s 
father,  Jack DiIorio.

For more details or to purchase tick-
ets go to www.rocknjockcharities.com.

The 2023 Rock N Jock Charities enter-
tainment line up for our 23rd Night of 
Entertainment is now official. The event 
will feature Neal & the Vipers, who will 
return as the show-opener. As always 
Steve Smith and the Nakeds will per-
form. Renowned Latin percussionist 
Tito Puente Jr. will be joining the lineup.

“We dare anyone to stay in their seat 
for his performance!” Declares the Rock 
N Jock organizers. “We are thrilled to 
announce that Rhode Island’s own Billy 
Gilman has confirmed he will perform 
for us this year.” 

Tickets are available now.
There’s also an update on the annual 

Race for Matt & Grace (partially named 
for Johnston’s Matt DiIorio).

The race was started in September of 
2010 by Katie Hopkins and her brother 
Patrick in honor of their cousin Grace 
Hopkins who was diagnosed with FA 
September of 2008. The race was called 
“The Race For Grace” with about 70 
participants, according to the event’s 
website. At the after party for the race 

in 2012, Ka-

tie and Patrick announced they were 
changing the name of the race to "The 
Race for Matt and Grace" to honor the 
fight of both families.

“We invite you to join the families of 
FA patients Matt DiIorio, Grace Hop-
kins, and Alex Fielding on Sept. 23, 
2023, at Rhode Island College in Provi-
dence for the 13th Annual Race for Matt 
& Grace,” declares Matt’s friends and 
family. “This daylong event features a 
5K, 1.5 Mile Fun Walk and an after-
party with food and live entertain-
ment.”

You can sign up at their website: 
https://give.curefa.org/event/fara-5k-
or-race-for-matt-and-grace-2023/
e489319.

Race registration runs from 8:30-9:30 
a.m., followed by a speaking program 
and the race fires off at 10 a.m.

Aug. 29
Food Truck Tuesday

On Tuesday evening, , Aug. 29, John-
ston’s War Memorial Park will once 
again fill with food trucks.

Partnering with PVD Food Truck 
events, June’s inaugural event was fol-
lowed by another on Tuesday, and a 
third on Tuesday, Aug. 29. The fun 
starts at 5 p.m. and runs through sun-
set.

The night’s entertainment featured 
Super Chief Duo. The pair played to a 
packed lawn following an event intro-
duction by Eric Weiner, founder of PVD 
Food Truck Events. 

Past vendors peddling cuisine-on-
the-go included A Mano Pizza, BBQ y 
Mas, Big Dog Eats, Blount Clam Shack 
Food Truck, Chicked Out Nuggz, Cul-
tro, Friskie Fries, Gonzalez Food Truck, 
La Guaguita Del Sabor, Mac N Cheese 
Please, Pit Stop, The Grub Guru, Del’s, 
Jerry’s Food Concessions, Kona Ice, 
Poppin Minis RI, and the night’s fea-
tured truck, Shishkaberrys of New Eng-
land. 

PVD Food Trucks counted 835 people 
at June’s first  Food Truck Tuesday. 

Sept. 7-10
Our Lady of Grace  

Feast & Festival
Our Lady of Grace Church in John-

ston has set the dates for it’s the annual 
Italian Feast and Festival 2023 in honor 
of La Madonna Della DiFesa.

The 2023 festival will begin on 
Wednesday, Sept. 6 with a 6 p.m. mass 
followed by a candlelight procession 
and rosary. He said the carnival rides 
on Rockwell Amusement’s Midway 
along with games and all food booths 
will open Thursday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m. 
Known as one of Rhode Island’s most 
popular summertime events the Italian 
Feast and Festival will continue through 
Sunday, Sept. 10, with a grand raffle 
drawing for $7,000 in prizes.

“Admission is always free,” Father 
Gower said. “We’re bringing back the 
Big Top and all events will be held rain 
or shine.”

Also, the 2023 Fest and Festival will 
have a first on Sunday, Sept. 10, when 
The Most Rev. Richard D, Henning, 
D.D., S.T.D., Bishop of Providence, will 
be the main celebrant and homilist at 

the 10:30 a.m. mass with Father Gower 
serving as Celebrant.

Sept. 11
Square Dancing

On Monday, Sept. 11, Swing Squares 
is hosting a free, first class on square 
dancing from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Oaklawn 
Community Baptist Church (in the hall 
at the back of the church), 229 Wilbur 
Ave., Cranston.  Swing Squares is also 
seeking new members.  No partner, 
special clothing or experience required. 
Contact: Lisa Breault (401) 524-7610 for 
more information.  Great way to stay in 
shape, make friends and have fun!

Sept. 11 
The Comedy Course 

Monday, Sept. 11 at 7 p.m., The Com-
edy Course is returning for a 6th year, 
every Monday night for 6 weeks. Three 
instructors, with over 100 years of com-
bined stage experience, will guide you 
on a 6-week journey from writing your 
first joke to performing your debut 
comedy routine. You will learn the dos 
and don’ts of standup comedy and 
have fun doing it. The course is $200 
per person. The place: TBD. Instructors 
include: Joe Hebert, Coleen Galvin and 
John Perrotta. Class size is limited. Call 
John Perrotta at 401-639-7726 to reserve 
your seat, now. Payment options are 
available.

Sept. 19  
The Ocean State Toastmasters  

Open House 
On Tuesday, September 19, from 6 – 8 

p.m., The Ocean State Toastmasters will 
hold an open house at the Proclamation 
Brewery, 298 Kilvert Street, Warwick. 
Come and find out why the Ocean State 
Toastmaster’s Club (OSTM) is a place to 
learn, grow, have fun and practice lead-
ership, problem solving, storytelling 
and public speaking skills. RSVP - 
Please. For more information call 401-
359-3197, go to oceanstate.toastmaster-
sclubs.org or email oceanstatetm.20@
gmail.com.

The Warwick-based Ocean State 
Toastmasters, 99 James P. Murphy In-
dustrial Highway, Warwick, meets the 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 
from 6:30 – 7 p.m. there is informal net-
working and from 7 – 8:30 p.m., the 
Toastmaster meeting begins which in-
cludes testimonials, presentations, con-
flict resolution, blog post.

Oct. 15
Central Falls High School  

“Class of 1963 Reunion
Sunday, Oct. 15, from 12 – 4 p.m., 

Central Falls  High  School  Class  of 
1963, will hold a 60th  Class Reunion at 
Chelo’s Banquet Hall, 2225 Post Road, 
Warwick. Tickets: $60 for buffet and 
dancing. Please send checks to: Patricia 
(Guillette) Mannix, 111 Col. John Gard-
ner Road, Narragansett. Please include 
maiden name and phone number on 
check. For more information email or 
call Patricia Mannix patriciagmannix@

gmail.com - 401-789-0451; or Nancy 
Dube Brazeau at nancybraz@gmail.com 
(401-789-0304).

Nov. 7 – 9
Resorts Casino Hotel 

in Atlantic City 
From Tuesday to Thursday, Nov. 7–9, 

AARP Chapter 2210 will offer a trip to 
Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic City. 
The tour includes 2 nights’ accommo-
dation, 2 meal credits (up to $20 value 
each) & $20 slot play. Bus pickup from 
Exit 19 Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill 
Road at 7 a.m., return time is approxi-
mately 6 p.m. Cost is $299/person 
(double occupancy), $279/person (tri-
ple occupancy) or $399/person (single 
occupancy). For more information call 
Maureen at 401-828-5188. Final pay-
ment is due by Sept. 21.

Amenity Aid 
Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for volunteers that 
would like to help us plan and staff 
community events, organize hygiene 
product collection drives and raise 
funds for Amenity Aid. If you are inter-
ested in doing any of the above or 
would like to be a member of our Com-
munity Outreach Committee, please 
contact Stacey Silva, Community Out-
reach Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve 
the health and wellbeing of vulnerable 
populations by creating access to essen-
tial hygiene products. Serving all of 
Rhode Island, we distribute toiletry ne-
cessities to those most vulnerable 
through our network of direct service 
agencies.

Soul of ‘71 
Scholarship Fund 

The Johnston High School Class of 
1971 is raising donations for The Soul of 
‘71 Scholarship Fund at the Rhode Is-
land Foundation. A generous donor has 
offered a $4,000 challenge! The donor 
will match all gifts to the Fund up to a 
total of $4,000. The Class of 1971 initi-
ated the fund on the occasion of its 50th 
reunion in 2021. Each year a scholarship 
will be awarded to a Johnston High 
School Senior planning to attend a col-
lege, university, trade or technical 
school. Donations are tax deductible 
according to your filing status. To do-
nate, go to the following website: www.
r i foundat ion.org/funds/soul -of -
1971-scholarship-fund.

Neighborhood Watch 
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neigh-

borhood Watch has officially kicked off. 
This Neighborhood Watch brings togeth-
er residents who want to make their 
neighborhood safer by collaborating with 
members of the police department. The 
program pairs residents with Johnston 
Police officers in an effort to open up 
communication, meet other neighbors 
and create partnerships that help build 
community resiliency. 

Sun RiSe ScoopS

Registration is ongoing for a variety of summer pro-
grams and events at the Mohr Library, 1 Memorial 
Ave, Johnston. In addition, all ages can report on their 
summer reading and enter to win prizes donated by 
our Friends of the Library:

Regular Classes
Tuesday: Yoga for Adults at 6:30 p.m., with Instruc-

tor Pauline Genest, sponsored by the Tri-County 
Health Equity Zone (HEZ). 

Wednesday: Storytime for toddlers and preschool-
ers at 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday: Drawing club for adults gathers at 3 p.m.
Friday: Knitting and crocheting at 10 a.m.
There is still time to register for the 11 a.m. session 

of Art Smart Jr. for ages 5 to 7.

Afternoons: Programs for teens take place several 
afternoons. See our website or contact Marissa for 
more information.

More at Mohr Library
SCOOPS - PAGE 11■
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Obituaries
80th Birthday Remembrance

Pasquale
Gallucci

July 27, 1943

You never said “I’m leaving;”
You never said, “good-bye.”
You were gone before I knew it,
And only God knew why.
A million times I needed you.
A million times I cried.
If love alone could have saved you,
You never would have died.
In life I loved you dearly.
In death I love you still.
In my heart you hold a place
That no one else can fill.
It broke my heart to lose you,
But you didn’t go alone.
For part of me went with you,
The day God took you home.

Love,
Your Wife, Theresa

80th Birthday Remembrance

Pasquale
Gallucci

July 27, 1943

Happy birthday memories, Dad,
Fill our hearts today,
With all the warmth 
We’ve missed so much
Since you went away.

We knew that we could turn to you
If ever things went wrong,
And you’d be there to help us,
Gentle, kind and strong.

And when we stop and think about
The lovely times we had,
We long to thank you once again
For being a perfect Dad.

You guided us and
Brought us strength.
You filled each day with love,
And now you send us courage
From your resting place above.

Love, Donna, Carol,
 Anthony and Paula

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

Aug. 1
Cricket Field Cleanup

SCOOP OF THE 
WEEK

CRICKET CLEAN-UP: On Tuesday, Aug. 1, 5 to 7 p.m., you can register to join the Woonasquatucket River 
Watershed Council for a quick and cool evening cleanup at Cricket Field in Johnston. Volunteers will gather to 
do “some much needed invasive species management and sprucing up this beautiful park,” according to the 
WRWC. “We'll have summer snacks and refreshments to keep us energized.” Register at the WRWC. (Sun 
Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

Help OSDRI restock their pantry!
Operation Stand Down Rhode Is-

land needs your help. Their food 
pantry needs a major restocking. See 
a list of needed nonperishable items 
in the photo.

Like many people, OSDRI’s clients 
have been faced with some real ob-
stacles these past couple of years. 
With your help, they pledge to al-
ways be there to give a hand up for 
veterans and their families in need.

Items can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., at OSDRI’s main office, 1010 
Hartford Ave., Johnston. If you have 
any questions or would like more 
information, call the OSDRI office at 
401-383-4730.

BankRI Food Drive
Now through Aug. 18
With the issue of hunger in Rhode 

Island on the rise in recent months as 

a result of the end of pandemic-relat-
ed emergency benefits and increased 
costs, BankRI has kicked off a month-
long food drive at all 21 of its branch-
es. The collection will continue 
through Friday, Aug. 18.

In Johnston, the bank’s local 
branch is collecting food to benefit 
the emergency food program at Tri-
County Community Action Agency, 
which serves residents of Johnston, 
North Providence, and Smithfield.

According to the Rhode Island 
Community Food Bank, the organi-
zation’s network of member food 
pantries served 80,000 people per 
month in March, April, and May, 
compared to 66,000 people in Febru-
ary — an increase of 21 percent.

Throughout the BankRI food 
drive, all branches feature collection 
bins in their lobbies for donations of 
nonperishable food items. Among 
the foods needed most by pantries 
are soups and stews, pasta, nutri-
tious breakfast cereal, peanut butter, 
canned fish and meat, tomato prod-
ucts, and canned fruits and vegeta-
bles. The Food Bank and its network 
also seek culturally relevant foods 

like jasmine, yellow, and basmati 
rice, dried black, kidney, and fava 
beans, and items such as sofrito, fish 
sauce, coconut milk, and adobo. Any 
donations of sauces or spices must 
be in plastic bottles or cans only – no 
glass.

All BankRI branches have part-
nered with a pantry that serves its 
community to ensure the food it col-
lects stays local to feed area resi-
dents. In total, 14 pantries are bene-
fiting from the Bank’s food drive, 
and all are members of the Rhode 
Island Community Food Bank’s net-
work.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to 
Sun Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@
rhodybeat.com or Front Desk Coordina-
tor Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. 
Photos in jpg format are accepted and 
news can include community events, 
promotions, academic news and non-
profit events. Email today and see your 
news in our column in the Johnston Sun 
Rise. Please include a daytime telephone 
number in case we require any further 
information.

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 10)

The Johnston Senior Center is 
better than ever. We are offering 
more exercise programs and trips 
every week. We also have a book 
Club on the last Tuesday once a 
month. A Social worker/Medi-
care Counselor/ Ship Counselor 
is also provided 5 days a week. 
Contact Madeline Ravenelle at 
944-3343 Please come for a tour of 
our facility.

The Senior Center Club meets 
the last Tuesday of the month. 
There is no charge for Senior Cen-
ter activities. They offer Bingo on 
Thursday and Friday. Lunch is 
served daily at 12 p.m. (with a 
suggested donation of $3). 

Weekly Events
•	 Monday – Arts and Crafts
•	 Monday & Wednesday - Hi 

Lo Jack 

•	 Tuesday - Quilting
•	 Wednesday – Poker
•	 Thursday – Mar Jong
•	 Friday & Saturday - Bingo
Offering more programs and 

trips every week:

Events 
Tuesday, Aug. 8 and 30: New-

port Playhouse, “Norman is That 
You?” 10:30 a.m. Lobster Fest 
$95pp

Please note: Ballroom Dancing 
will not return until September. 

Trips
•	 Thursday, Sept. 14: “The 

Carpenters” Whites of 
Westport, 10:30 a.m., $79 pp

•	 Monday- Wednesday, Sept. 
17-19: “Atlantic City Gam-

bling Tour to the Tropicana 
Casino Resort,” $299 pp DO 
(single add $130) $50 Meal 
Credits/$30 Slot Play TBA

•	 Thursday, Oct. 5: “Aidan 
Keene Tribute Legends,” 
10:30 a.m., $79 pp

•	 Monday, Oct. 16: Maine 
(Portland) $429 pp DO. See 
Beautiful Historic Water-
front, Lighthouse, Quaint 
Kennebunkport. 2 nights 
lodging, 4 Meals $95 pp

•	 Tuesday, Oct. 17: Newport 
Playhouse, “Ghost of a 
Chance” Lobster Fest, 10:30 
a.m. (no price)

•	 Tuesday-Thursday, Nov. 
7-9:  “Turning Stone Resort 
Casino” $339 pp DO (single 
$479) $80 Casino Free Play 
or Bingo Bucks $30 Meal 
Credits

Johnston Senior Center Highlights
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The Old Ways
You won’t see tractors or complicated 

machinery, and the farming techniques, 
which lean on manual knowledge, like 
combination planting and hand-tilling, 
look a lot like farms might have looked 
long ago, throughout Johnston’s long ag-
ricultural history. It is a return, in some 
ways, to tradition. But for Julius Kola-
wole, founder of the Rhode Island African 
Alliance, the organization running the 
farm, the harvest is about looking for-
ward and fighting for the future. 

“Food is medicine,” Kolawole often 
says. “But food has become a weapon.”

Food is something powerful, a power 
often wielded, according to Kolawole.

For Bami Farm, farmers markets are not 
just about taste or health — though both 
of those are important pieces of the puz-
zle. The broader umbrella that encom-
passes both of these things — the African 
Alliance uses food to connect people, to 
each other, to other communities, to 
healthy lifestyles and to the land.

“The powers that be have done a num-
ber on us” Kolawole says, deliberately, 
tapping a finger down for emphasis. “We 
can let big industrial food suppliers do 
what they do, or we can take ownership.” 

The African Alliance was founded in 
2009 as a support system for recent im-
migrants and refugees from a wide range 
of countries in Africa. The name Bami is 
from Swahili and Zulu, meaning “mine.”

Kolawole, who immigrated to the Unit-
ed States decades ago for school, de-
scribed how isolating life as a new arrival 
is. 

“You get your key to your apartment 
and then you don’t leave,” he said. 

Outside ‘The Ethnic Isle’
Ameenah Shabazz, who partners with 

Bami Farm through Food Solutions New 
England, gives an example of even minor, 
day-to-day difficulties an immigrant may 
face: “I talk to recent immigrants, who are 
in the supermarket looking for the types 
of rice they’re used to eating, but they 
speak limited English and the rice will be 
in the so-called ethnic aisle.” (“Just put 
rice with the other rice!” Shabazz added.)

The African Alliance began by estab-
lishing a number of community farms 
around Providence. Many of the refugees 
and immigrants had agricultural knowl-
edge from either farming or gardening in 
their home countries, and so the gardens 
were a natural foothold through which to 
start working and earning money as they 
settled into a new place. 

As the gardens were built up, each ben-
efit led to a new benefit. First, growing 
food was employment, which also served 
to produce hard-to-find vegetables that 
were fresh, accessible, and not stuck on 
the back shelf of the “ethnic foods” aisle. 
Then, the act of growing the food led to 
connections that, in addition to friend-
ship, facilitated access to essential servic-
es beyond just food.

For instance, a grower at Bami Farm 
will almost certainly meet Archie John-
son, who volunteers his skills as a videog-
rapher for the farm, and also sets up both 
live and recorded music at the farmers 
markets. Johnson participates in and runs 
a whole swath of community assistance 
organizations.

“I get those calls every single day,” 
Johnson says. “‘I can’t pay the rent, I 
haven’t eaten.’ So I call this person, that 

person, put people in touch with people. 
Folks gathering, caring for one another 
— that’s what community is.”

Food Fight
Johnson endorses Kolawole’s descrip-

tion of the community garden mission, to 
get immigrants out of their apartments 
and into communities — illustrating 
“food as medicine” and “food as a way to 
build and heal.”

But as he said earlier, Kolawole also 
describes food as a weapon. Since 2009, 
the African Alliance has expanded be-
yond just serving recent arrivals to the 
country, because food access can be lim-
ited not just by years spent in a new place, 
but also by zip code. 

The USDA maintains a database of food 
access, and when mapping low-income 
census tracts where at least 100 house-
holds do not have a vehicle and live more 
than a half-mile from the nearest super-
market, much of Providence lights up.

The list includes much of the city south 
of Route 6 — South Elmwood, Elmwood, 
Washington Park, much of Upper South 
Providence, Silver Lake. Meanwhile, on 
the East Side, residents take their pick of 
the multiple supermarkets vying for 
higher-income clientele. 

For residents who may have to take 
multi-leg public-transportation trips to 
access a large supermarket, it’s more af-
fordable — in time and money — to go to 
a corner store or small market. These food 
sources are less likely to have fresh pro-
duce and non-processed food. Then, be-
cause healthy food access is limited, kids 
are less likely to develop healthy habits or 
food-origin awareness.

Shabazz teaches kids about just that, 
and she describes a trip to a school where 
she held up a tomato and asked where it 
came from, and the first response was 
“McDonalds.”

“It’s a conveyor belt to CVS, to the 
pharmacy, to the doctor’s office,” Kola-
wole says. “We’ve been sold that this is 
good for you, when we actually have no 
choice.” 

The Green Stuff
There’s a strong awareness from every-

one involved with Bami Farm of food as a 
commodity. “Billion dollar industry” is an 
oft-repeated phrase. 

Kolawole describes recent interactions 
with government officials, ostensibly 
there to help, who often still display signs 
of bias. One official, from the Department 
of Health, recently asked him, “So you 
bring produce to unconventional places?” 

Bami Farm’s ethos is that no one and no 
place should be “unconventional,” in re-
lation to vegetables. 

To distribute their produce, Bami and 
the African Alliance partner with Farm 
Fresh (which Kolawole calls their “Rolls 
Royce” signifying how valuable they are 
to the operation) to reach farmers markets 
throughout the greater Providence area. 
The markets fill in the gaps, distributing 
fresh vegetables even in places where 
large supermarkets are not as accessible. 

It may seem odd to address food access 
with farmers markets, which are often as-
sociated with somewhat-impractical, 
highbrow food. Bami produce indeed 
may be a few cents more expensive per 
pound than a supermarket chain’s. Ac-
cording to a 2020 study, the average price 
of a pound of potatoes in Rhode Island 
was $1.80 at small farmers market stalls, 
$1.33 for organic at Whole Foods, and 
$0.80 for non-organic Stop and Shop.

■ Farm
(Continued from page 1)

KEEPING IT GROWING: Alex is an employee of the farm, and his job includes laying 
and maintaining the irrigation system. The water is pumped from a holding pond at the 
top of the hill, which a beaver helped build.  (Sun Rise photos by Will Steinfeld)

AN EASY INTRODUCTION: Learning plots like this one allow people who have no 
experience with gardening or farming start to grow their own food. It’s hard work 
weeding and clearing the land. Many with learning plots feel this makes the food taste 
even better.

ALL ABUZZ: Each field has daisies and sunflowers interspersed with the produce 
being grown. The flowers attract pollinators like the bee and the wasp pictured here.

FARM - PAGE 13■
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A bag of greens will cost about the same, organic from 
Whole Foods or the farmers markets, and a dollar more 
than Stop and Shop’s. Onions were $2.50 for farmers 
markets and $1.33 for organic Whole Foods. 

While the differences are significant, Farm Fresh farm-
ers markets provide so-called “bonus bucks” to custom-
ers who receive SNAP benefits, which serves to halve the 
cost, as they receive a dollar of market credit for each 
real dollar spent. And, of course, buying from Bami stalls 
means the proceeds are staying within the community. 

While money and spatial access are tangible barriers to 
healthy eating, Bami’s work always comes back to the 
people.

“We know our roadblocks, we know our needs” Sha-
bazz says.

Plant Early
Their boots on the ground strategy is about “getting 

kids in the dirt early,” as Shabazz puts it, and for Kola-
wole, “getting the young generation to think about what 
they eat.”

This means providing education about cooking and 
agriculture, but also just bringing young people out to 
the farm to see how things work. While some may just 
volunteer, Bami also currently has six learning plots, 
which are each about the size of a very large backyard 
garden.

People like Samuel Dapper, who is in his mid-20’s, can 
rent them out, even with no prior experience. Farm staff 
will provide tools and walk them through the full grow-
ing process. Dapper, who cleared and tilled the whole 
plot with a friend, says that when he first became inter-
ested in healthy eating, it meant organic, and shopping 
at Whole Foods.

That approach was “burning a hole in his wallet.”
Now, with cucumbers, squash, and garden eggs all 

growing strong, he has his own produce to eat. It’s tough 
with a full-time job, and it might not be strictly cheaper 
than Whole Foods, all things considered. But, it’s impor-
tant to him, beyond nutritional facts and price.

“It’s ancestral knowledge,” he said. 
Again and again, no one associated with Bami talks 

about food or health without talking about community. 
Community is what makes the operation possible, and 
community is the reason to fight. A healthy meal may be 
about the ingredients, but also from where you get it and 
with whom you eat it.

As Shabazz puts it, “food is not just consumption and 
finding a belly. It connects people to their culture, their 
language. Food is a remedy of happiness. There’s that 
release of emotion when you eat.”

When asked for a definition of “community,” the 

farmers’ answers were always broad.
Just as food access is denied along broad, spatial 

swaths, the African Alliance is trying to build a network 
inclusive of everyone included in their area of operation.

“African Americans, Latinos, Africans — all 54 coun-
tries — Southeast Asians,” Kolawole says. “I’m not inter-
ested in specifics. All of us are here.”

The community is centered around food.
Kolawole points to, as an example, corn: “All of us eat 

this. We can use this to know each other. That is an op-
portunity.”

Visibility Vital
The network is primarily comprised of “ordinary 

people” working with other “ordinary people.” ‘But it 
also includes local politicians, like U.S. Sen. Jack Reed, 
who posted photos of himself online in May with his 
sleeves rolled up, boat shoes in the dirt, planting a seed-
ling at Bami Farm.

While Kolawole works to fill the gaps left by the po-
litical system (“Nothing has changed going back to 
Cianci,” he says), he describes politicians like Reed as 
“champions” for the farm.

“Langevin came, Whitehouse came, Reed came, the 
Governor came,” Kolawole recalled (referring to now 
retired Rep. James Langevin, U.S. Sen. Sheldon White-
house and Gov. Dan McKee). “They can open doors that 
we are not allowed into. I think that’s very important.” 

Even just a two photo, one sentence Tweet, Kolawole 
says, can be a boon: “Everybody reads what Sen. Reed 
says. So if there’s a picture of us with him at the farm 
— the more visibility these politicians can give us — 
that’s a big plus for us.”

Ocean State politicians have brought Bami and its 
partners some tangible gains. 

Reed, in 2021, delivered $1.6 million in grants to Farm 
Fresh RI, which helped fund the Bonus Bucks program. 
Measures like these help develop alternative food net-
works, but may not address the root causes limiting 
healthy food access by neighborhood. 

Kolawole emphasizes that there are two separate 
worlds. 

“Getting food to the local communities, that’s boots 
on the ground,” he said. “It’s different — very different 
– from main street activities.” 

Working with “champions” who can deliver funding 
and visibility helps Bami succeed in its mission, despite 
the many obstacles.

Growers from Bami Farm will be at Johnston Memo-
rial Park for a farmers market from 9 to 12 a.m. on Aug. 
26.

“I live by a saying I learned from my father when  
he was alive,” Johnson said. “I want for my brother  
that what I want for myself. I can’t be your neighbor  
if I live well and you don’t live well. That, for me, is 
community.” 

■ Farm
(Continued from page 12)

FIGHTING FOR FOOD: On May 19, U.S. Sen. Jack Reed visited Johnston’s Bami Farm. Julius Kolawole, 
founder of the Rhode Island African Alliance, considers Reed an ally in the global and local food fight. (Photo 
courtesy U.S. Sen. Jack Reed’s office)
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GET PICKED TO GET PICKED

By RORY SCHULER

Mike Wolfe and Frank Fritz drove down Simmonsville Avenue in 
Johnston and pulled into Paul Ruotolo’s property eager to dig 
for treasure. 

“They bought a lot of stuff," Ruotolo told the Johnston Sun 
Rise in 2010. “They fi lled up a U-Haul.”

Now, 13 years later, the American Pickers want to return to the Ocean 
State.

The legendary reality TV screen antique hunters and peddlers — sans 
Fritz — are back on the road and looking for junk (or treasure) hoarders (or 
collectors).

“One of the things I like about picking is discovering things, fi nding 
things, digging them up myself,” Wolfe said while touring Ruotolo’s barns 
in Johnston. “And that was a great pick for that.”

Most of the junk had been gathered by Paul’s late father Thomas “Okee” 
Ruotolo. The collection included carnival pieces, motorcycles, pinball ma-
chines and a vintage mechanical horse-racing game. 

Although Fritz has left the show, Wolfe plans to return to Rhode Island in 
August, and the Pickers are looking for locations to pick and shoot a new 
episode. 

“We love the rich history and stories that are tied to the people of Rhode Is-
land,” said Joshua Kerlin, Associate Producer for American Pickers. “We’ve 
had great success in New England in the past so we’ve very excited to be 
coming back through.”

�  PICKERS - PAGE 15

AMERICAN PICKERS: Mike Wolfe and Danielle Colby are looking for Ocean State 
collectors who want to show off their collections and shed a few items. According 
to the show’s producers, the “American Pickers are looking for large, rare collections 
and things they’ve never seen before.” (Photo courtesy American Pickers, History 
Channel)

JUNK EDUCATION: American Picker Mike Wolfe likes to learn about the history 
behind each collection. (Photo courtesy American Pickers, History Channel)

M
Rise in 2010. “They fi lled up a U-Haul.”

State.

Fritz — are back on the road and looking for junk (or treasure) hoarders (or 
collectors).

things, digging them up myself,” Wolfe said while touring Ruotolo’s barns 
in Johnston. “And that was a great pick for that.”

Ruotolo. The collection included carnival pieces, motorcycles, pinball ma-
chines and a vintage mechanical horse-racing game. 

August, and the Pickers are looking for locations to pick and shoot a new 
episode. 

land,” said Joshua Kerlin, Associate Producer for American Pickers. “We’ve 
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coming back through.”
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A lot of fans have been missing Frank on the 
show’s most recent episodes. 

“Frank is no longer with us and we wish him 
well,” Kerlin said via email, when asked who’s 
on the current American Pickers roster. “The 
Pickers now are Mike and his brother Robbie, 
as well as Danielle.”

The show’s producers sent out a press re-
lease earlier this month, calling all collectors:

“The American Pickers are excited to return 
to Rhode Island! They plan to fi lm episodes 
of The History Channel hit television series 
throughout your area in August 2023.”

Wolfe and Fritz bought an Evel Knievel pin-
ball machine from Ruotolo. They also dug a 
wooden horse-racing game from the back of a 
barn. 

Ruotolo told them his father likely stored the 
broken down relic back in the 1970s.

“I put that stuff in there with my father 
when I was a kid,” Ruotolo told Wolfe during 
the July 2010 taping. “It kind of brought back 
memories for me.”

“This is the kind of stuff that we live for,” 
Fritz said to the camera. “Old barns — stuff 
that’s been out of sight (and) hasn’t been seen 
for 15 years.”

Wolfe balked at Ruotolo’s $300 opening price 
for the horse-racing game. Ruotolo said he al-
ways had aspirations of restoring the item. 

“Some things I budged on, no problem,” 
Ruotolo told Wolfe.

“I had a feeling about this piece,” Wolfe told 
the camera. “I needed to have it.”

Wolfe offered $200. Ruotolo stood fi rm. 
Wolfe countered with $250. Ruotolo didn’t 
budge.

Wolfe blinked and scooped it up for $300. 
On a later episode, following an expert ap-
praisal, the item was valued at far more than 
the pickers paid. 

“This place turned out to be a real honey 
hole,” Wolfe said to end the segment. “It was 
amazing to go through this stuff, climbing 
over, getting under things … It was a great 
pick.”

Typically, before a visit to the state, the Amer-
ican Pickers’ production staff starts searching 
for collectors, so the show’s stars won’t have 
to “freestyle” their way through Rhode Island.

“We're looking for leads throughout the 
state, specifi cally interesting characters with 
fascinating items,” Kerlin wrote to local media 
outlets. “The way we fi nd people and collec-
tions for our show is through spreading the 
word far and wide so that people know we’re 
coming to town.”

“I hope I see them again,” Ruotolo said af-
ter bidding the pickers farewell. “I hope they 
come by and even if we’re not buying and sell-
ing we’ll just go for a beer.”

 “The American Pickers TV Show is looking 
for leads and would love to explore your hid-
den treasure,” according to the show’s produc-
ers. “If you or someone you know has a unique 
item, story to tell, and is ready to sell … we 
would love to hear from you.”

The American Pickers made later, subse-
quent trips to Rhode Island, picking a New-
port Mansion for a 2014 episode and buying a 
motorcycle in Pawtucket while fi lming a 2016 
episode.

The producers warn that the American Pick-
ers have a rule against picking “stores, fl ea 
markets, malls, auction businesses, museums, 
or anything open to the public.”

If interested there’s still time to send them 
“your name, phone number, location, and 
description of the collection with photos to: 
americanpickers@cinefl ix.com” or call 646-
493-2184 (or via Facebook @GotAPick). 

“I’m junk drunk right now,” Wolfe told the 
TV audience, following the 2010 Johnston epi-
sode titled “What's in the Box?” (Season 3, Epi-
sode 3). “That was an awesome pick.”

� Pickers
(Continued from page 14)

The Rhode Island Philharmonic 
Orchestra presents its Summer Pops 
2023 Series – The Movie Maestro: 
A Tribute to John Williams with 
Troy Quinn, conductor. The Sum-
mer Pops honors John Williams, the 
iconic fi lm composer with 53 Os-
car Award nominations – he is the 
second most-nominated individual 
behind Walt Disney. Remaining 
concerts in the series are at Roger 
Williams Park in Providence (Au-
gust 2) and Slater Park in Pawtucket 
(September 9).

The concert features some of John 
Williams’ most memorable music 
including the “Imperial March” 
from Star Wars: The Empire Strikes 
Back and the theme from Jurassic 
Park. Williams, in a career span-
ning fi ve decades, has become one 
of America’s most accomplished 
and successful composers for fi lm 
and for the concert stage. He has 
served as music director and laure-
ate conductor of one of the coun-
try’s treasured musical institutions, 
the Boston Pops Orchestra, and he 
maintains thriving artistic relation-
ships with many of the world’s 
great orchestras, including the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra, the New 
York Philharmonic, the Chicago 
Symphony and the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic. Mr. Williams has 
received a variety of prestigious 
awards, including the National 
Medal of Arts, the Kennedy Center 
Honor, the Olympic Order, and nu-
merous Academy Awards, Grammy 
Awards, Emmy Awards and Golden 
Globe Awards. He remains one of 
our nation’s most distinguished and 
contributive musical voices.

“John Williams’ music is especial-
ly accessible as multiple generations 
connect with fi lms like Star Wars, 
Harry Potter, and E.T.: The Extra-
terrestrial and we are so excited 
to share it with our Summer Pops 
audience,” said David Beauchesne, 
Executive Director of the Rhode 
Island Philharmonic Orchestra & 
Music School. “We are also thrilled 
to welcome back Troy Quinn for his 
third year conducting our Summer 
Pops concert series. This series is 
one of our favorites as we are able 
to travel all around Rhode Island 
bringing free music to residents of 
all ages. We look forward to creat-
ing magical moments together as 
our audiences enjoy a live orchestra 
under the stars.”

For more information visit riphil.
org/summer-pops

Philharmonic 
tribute to 
The Movie 
Maestro at 

Roger Williams 
Park 

on Aug. 2

RHODE ISLAND PICKERS: The American Pickers visited the Ocean 
State at least three times in the past. They stopped by Johnston in 
2010, and fi lmed a 2014 episode in Newport and a 2016 episode in 
Pawtucket. They’re looking for new stops for their planned August return to 
Rhode Island. (Screen capture)

JOHNSTON 
HONEY 
HOLE: In 
July 2010, 
the American 
Pickers 
stopped by a 
Simmonsville 
Avenue 
property and 
found a “honey 
hole.” As they 
arrived, they 
shook hands 
with Johnston 
resident Paul 
Ruotolo. 
(Screen 
capture)
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5 bands & musicians 
you can’t miss at 

this year’s 
Newport Folk Festival

By ROB DUGUAY

This weekend from July 28 - 30, one of the 
prime events of the summer will be taking 
place at Fort Adams in Newport. It’s the New-
port Folk Festival and it’ll be once again hap-
pening in one of the most idyllic settings in 
Rhode Island with a stacked bill of music oc-
curring on numerous stages. This is one of the 
many reasons why it’s one of the hottest tickets 
you can get during the music festival season 
and you never know who is going to show up. 
For example, both Paul Simon and Joni Mitch-
ell made surprise appearances during last 
year’s edition of the festival and people are still 
talking about it a year later. For the ones who 
are guaranteed to make an appearance, here 
are fi ve of them that shouldn’t be overlooked. 

Eastern Medicine Singers
July 28 @ Fort Stage
12:25 - 1:20pm

A local Algonquin Drum Group from both 
Providence and Woonsocket, the Eastern 
Medicine Singers are a musical entity that’s 
dedicated to maintaining the American Indian 
culture of the eastern woodlands and keeping 
it intact. They sing and drum in the language 
of Massachuset and Wampanoag dialect while 
often making the audience move around in a 
vibrant fashion. This is bound to be an extraor-
dinary experience to witness on the festival’s 
biggest stage, especially with guitar phenom 
Yonatan Gat and Lee Ranaldo from New York 
City noise rock pioneers Sonic Youth joining in 
on their performance.

Nickel Creek
July 28 @ Quad Stage
4:10 - 5:10pm

Nickel Creek’s latest album “Celebrants” 
that came out on March 24 is the fi rst release 
from the trio of mandolinist Chris Thile, fi ddle 
player Sara Witkins and her brother on Sean on 
guitar in nearly a decade, and in my opinion 
it's one of the best records to come out so far 
this year. This is why I’m personally excited to 
see them play during the fi rst day of the fes-

tival. Once you check out their stellar record-
ings, I’m willing to bet that you’ll feel a similar 
way. 

The Hold Steady
July 29 @ Quad Stage
2:50 - 3:40pm

Another band taking part in Newport Folk 
that released a new album this year is The Hold 
Steady from Brooklyn, who released “The Price 
of Progress” on March 31. Their upcoming set 
is probably going to piss off a few “folk pur-
ists”, and part of me can’t believe those people 
still exist, due to Craig Finn and the crew hav-
ing a rock & roll sound. Regardless, what these 
guys bring on Saturday should be something 
special.

Aimee Mann
July 29 @ Harbor Stage
5:05 - 6:05pm

Aimee Mann has had a unique journey with 
her music career ever since she started out in 
Boston while attending the Berklee College 
of Music during the ‘80s. She was in the alt-
rock act The Young Snakes, then briefl y with 
the industrial metal icons Ministry before co-
founding the new wave band Til’ Tuesday and 
releasing a top ten single with “Voices Carry”. 
She’s been a prolifi c songwriter and collabora-
tor since those days and it’ll be cool seeing her 
exhibit her pure acoustic essence as a musician 
when she performs on Saturday. 

Dan Blakeslee
July 30 @ Fort Stage
11:25 - 11:55am

Kicking off the last day on the biggest stage 
is Dan Blakeslee, who is an absolute New Eng-
land treasure. Chances are that you’ve seen the 
South Berwick, Maine native busking at the en-
trance and exit of the festival grounds over the 
years and it’s going to be awesome seeing him 
perform in such a big setting. Rumor has it that 
his backing band known as The Calabash Club 
will be joining him, but the only way to fi nd 
out is by showing up and checking his set out.

Eastern 
Medicine 

Singers
(Submitted 

photo)

Nickel 
Creek
(Photo by 
Josh 
Goleman)

Dan 
Blakeslee 
(Photo by 

Melody 
Matters)

Aimee 
Mann 
(Photo by 
Scott 
Kowalchyk)
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Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Serving Sandwiches, 
Prepared Foods, Deli Meats 

and Cheeses, Desserts, Coffee 
and Much More!

We also offer catering!

(401) 942-1234
Taste of Italy • Deli & Caffè

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners
For all your garment tailoring, cleaning and mending

By JENNIFER COATES

The door swings open at 
Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners 
in Johnston and a young 
woman carrying an armful 
of clothing strides in. Along 
with some clothes that 
need to be dry cleaned is 
a gown that she will need 
for an out-of-town wedding 
in a few weeks, and she 
has come to exactly the 
right place to tackle both 
of these tasks. The dress is 
a bit too long and a bit too 
loose in the torso ~ it needs 
to be fi t to her body so she 
can move in it effortlessly 
for this special occasion. 
She wouldn’t trust this 
alteration job to anybody 
but the best, and that “best” 
is Tita Meija and her team of 
hardworking tailors.

Tita’s Tailors and 
Cleaners, which offi cially 
opened its doors on Atwood 
Avenue in September 
of 2022, is owned and 
operated by Tita Meija and 
Tim Henry. The team here at 
Tita’s Tailors is comprised 
of six tailors, including 
Tita, all of whom lend their 

considerable experience, 
expertise and talent to their 
work. Because clothes are 
made in standard sizes, 
and most bodies are not 
“standard”, having an expert 
tailor to whom you can trust 
your things is an absolute 
must.

These tailors are 
meticulous, detail-oriented, 
friendly, and dedicated 
to their customers. They 
are respectful of your 
possessions, your money 
and your time, working hard 
to fi nish their work in an 
effi cient and professional 
manner.

Tita’s Tailors provides 
a long list of services, 
including the alteration of 
men and women’s clothing 
(Think about that old suit 
that needs a little “taking 
out” around the waist! Think 
about that skirt whose hem 
is falling out or whose hem 
has fallen “out of style”!) 
Tita’s Tailors can alter 
almost anything including 
gowns, shirts, dresses, 
pants, jeans, swimsuits 
~ they can even alter 
costumes, cultural outfi ts 

and household items such 
as curtains and pillows.

Summer and autumn 
are the busiest time of 
year for weddings. If you 
are planning your big day, 
whether you need your bridal 
gown, bridesmaid gown 
or tuxedo altered, don’t 
wait until the last minute 
to get it done! Tita and her 
team will do everything to 
accommodate you and will 
make your alterations in 
the professional and timely 
manner they are known for. 
But don’t delay!

Tita’s Tailors also repairs 
backpacks, zippers, leather 
items and upholstery. You 
would be amazed at what 
an expert tailor can do!

Customers will also fi nd 
dry cleaning, laundry and 
pressing as well as wash 
& fold services here. They 
will handle your clothes 
and possessions with 
professionalism and care.

Come to Tita’s Tailors 
at 11 Commerce Way in 
Johnston. Hours are Mon. 
– Friday, 8:00am – 6:00pm 
and Saturdays, 8:00am 
– 3:00pm. For more info, 
call 401-403-2292 or 
follow them on Instagram, 
Facebook, Yelp and Google 
reviews. Their website 
is www.titastailors.com. 
Check out their military/
fi rst responders/veterans 
discounts as well as their 
generous 10% discount to 
those who donate clothes 
(all of which go to local 
charities such as House of 
Hope).

Behind the scenes at Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners in Johnston, customers will 
see where all the magic happens. Bring your clothes to be cleaned and altered, 
and so much more!
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Sports
By PETE FONTAINE

It’s one of the state’s 
most unique sporting 
events.

It’s held at a picturesque 
and historic venues and 
begins with lunch and 
concludes with a delicious 
dinner.

It’s entitled the JMCE 
Hasbro Children’s Golf 
Event and is played in 
memory of the late Ray-
mond Johnson, John Furia, 
Frances Grasso, Sal Gel-
somino, Anna Mazzulla 
and Laura DeAngelis.

More importantly the 
JMCE Co-Ed Memorial 
Golf Tournament, as it’s 
also known, will benefit 
the extraordinary Hema-
tology/Oncology Depart-
ments at Hasbro Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Provi-
dence.

There are many reasons 
why the tournament, 
which will tee off on Sun-
day, September 24, is 
unique because the host 
historic Glocester Country 
Club makes it possible for 
ALL proceeds to be donat-
ed to the nationally ac-
claimed Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital.

A few years back, you 
see, the membership at 
GCC adopted Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital as its 
designed charity and thus 
waves all playing fees for 
the tournament, as many 
members of the lakeside 
layout in Chepachet are 

JMCE co-ed golf outing returns

JMCE - PAGE 21■

TOURNEY TROUPE: Among those JMCE and GCC members who are organizing the September 24 Hasbro Children’s Hospital Golf Event 
are Kay Kernan, David and Judi Graham, Vinny and Linda LaFazia, Dewey and Tracy Uriati. Missing is Greg Kernan. (Submitted photo)

JLL introduces new 
tournament team

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Johnston Little League added a new team to its summer 
roster this year as it reintroduced its 8-U tournament club af-
ter multiple seasons away.

The JLL 8-U team has been competing against various 
other 8-U clubs in the region and got its first taste of success 
last week when it won its first game of the season.

As more Little Leagues in the state have begun to introduce 
these 8-U tournament teams, Johnston was excited to get on 
board to keep pace with some of the other local organizations. 
The goal is to establish an even stronger feeder system within 
the town while also giving kids even more opportunity to 
learn the game and have fun during the summer months.

“Our board, directed by (JLL president) Joe Splendorio and 
myself, are determined to make this league a model league in 
the state,” said JLL vice president Mike Orsini. “These kids 
are the future of our league and we understand that to be a 
contender at 12 (years old), these kids need to start playing 
together early.”

The team has been managed by minor league commis-
sioner Joe Micheletti and a team of volunteers behind him.

Orsini credits Micheletti for continuing to develop the 
town’s young talent while establishing a culture of fun and 
camaraderie. 

“Joe Micheletti, our minor league commissioner, has been 
doing a fantastic job and our coaching staff is all volunteer. 
They are also buying into the idea of developing these kids 
while keeping it fun and memorable. We are so proud of our 
coaches and kids,” said Orsini.

Members of the new JLL 8-U tournament team include: 
Angelo Serapiglia, Antonio Micheletti, Bryce Parenteau, Cris-
tiano Travisono, Efrain Herrera, Evan Young, Jack Kelly, Jer-
emiah Seitz, Liam Heywood, Luca Orsini, Lucas Proulx, Max 
Batista, Nolan Rego and Zack Whiting. NEW KIDS IN TOWN: The Johnston Little League 8-U tournament team. (Submitted photo)
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  it's cool 
to be kind

cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Bonus materials
 7.  Formal names
 13.  Free from restraints
 14.  One who scrapes away
 16.  Type of device
 17.  Skin cancers
 19.  The Show Me State
 20.  Plate glasses
 22.  Red-brown sea bream
 23.  Small (Fr.)
 25.  Flightless Australian birds
 26.  High IQ group
 28.  Stiff structures
 29.  Revolutions per minute
 30.  Where a bachelor lives
 31.  Licensed for Wall Street
 33.  A place to park
 34.  Energy, style and enthusiasm
 36.  An important creed in Catholic 

Church
 38.  18-year astronomical period
 40.  Furies
 41.  Removes from the record
 43.  Noted child psychiatrist
 44.  Feline
 45.  High schoolers’ test
 47.  Not happy

 48.  They __
 51.  On top
 53.  Precious stones unit of weight
 55.  Moved quickly
 56.  Seagulls
 58.  A seed with hooks or teeth
 59.  Partner to “oohed”
 60.  Exclamation of surprise
 61.  Most unpleasant
 64.  Organization help service members
 65.  Type of cockatoo
 67.  Humorous criticisms
 69.  Went through and organized
 70.  Wakes up

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Settle in tents
 2.  Big
 3.  Books
 4.  Masses of eggs in fi sh
 5.  Language
 6.  Not standing
 7.  Chinese philosophy
 8.  Computer giant
 9.  A device to catch
 10.  Emits coherent radiation
 11.  Actor O’Neill
 12.  Smallest interval in western music

 13.  Not lower
 15.  Revolves
 18.  Leavened bread
 21.  Number above the line in a fraction
 24.  Cable
 26.  Adult male
 27.  Airborne (abbr.
 30.  Bullfi ghting maneuvers
 32.  Broadcast
 35.  __ Angeles
 37.  Vehicle
 38.  Not religious
 39.  North American peoples
 42.  A baglike structure
 43.  Body art (slang)
 46.  Picked for a role
 47.  Actress Tomei
 49.  Former hoopster “Big Country”
 50.  Icelandic poems
 52.  More pleasant
 54.  It can add fl avor to meat
 55.  Self-immolation by fi re rituals
 57.  Expression of annoyance
 59.  __ Spumante (Italian wine)
 62.  Consumed
 63.  Body part
 66.  Thus
 68.  In reply (abbr.)

OBVF cornhole tourney raises over $3k for charity

FUN FIELD: These are the players who paired in twos for the first-ever Oakland Beach Firemen’s Club Cornhole Tournament.(Warwick Beacon photos by Pete Fontaine)

By PETE FONTAINE

It’s called Cornhole and 
is played everywhere; 
even televised on national 
networks such as ESPN, 
college campuses, neigh-
borhood bars, social and 
fraternal clubs and in peo-
ple’s backyards, just to 
name a few.

Last Saturday, the Oak-
land Beach Volunteer Fire-
men’s Club held its first-
ever cornhole tournament 
that was a smash success 
and will benefit two im-
portant charities – the Gi-
anna Cirella Memorial 
Foundation and PAN-
CAN - and featured 16 
two-player teams, 42 raffle 
prizes, a chicken dinner 
and turned into an ex-
traordinary event that will 
be back again next year.

“Everybody had F-U-
N!” exclaimed chairman 
Bob “Bubba” Hazelwood 
who also coordinated the 
OBVF’s popular 8-week 
Wednesday Night sum-
mer league. “We had lots 
of support, and we took in 
$3,100 that will benefit the 
Gianna Cirella Memorial 
Foundation and PAN-
CAN (Pancreatic Cancer 
organization) will receive 
$1,500 each.”

From the time people 
checked in inside the 
100-year-old plus Fire 
Barn and enjoyed fun-
filled competition as well 
as a Chicken Dinner 
cooked by Chef Merrill 
Leveillee, his father Moe 
and Rosa David, people’s 
generosity rang loud and 
clear whether it was plac-
ing raffle tickets into bags 
in hopes of winning valu-
able prizes, buying 50/50 
tickets at a table manned 
by Marie Cavanaugh or 
enjoying a “pause for the 
cause” at the OBVF’s tiki 
bar.

When asked about the 
42 raffle prizes – and two 
cornhole boards featuring 
the OBVF logo – ladies 
like Louis DeGaetano and 
Holly Swift emphasized: 
“We put the call out to our 
members, and they re-
sponded. We also had 
support from some of the 
distributors.”

Perhaps what was even 
more impressive, Hazel-
wood and many OBVF 
members explained, all 42 
raffle prizes donated.

Which people like Presi-
dent Ron Manfredo, Jeff 
Swift, John “Diggs” De-
Gaetano, Hazelwood will 
tell you, “Has always been 

commonplace at the ca-
maraderie filled club on 
Oakland Beach Avenue in 
Warwick.”

“We had a GREAT day,” 
said Hazelwood while an-
nouncing that Jay Almei-
da and Manny Saliva de-
feated DJ Kowalik and 
Christian Bica in the fi-
nals. Meanwhile, Hazel-
wood’s wife Kim and their 
son Bob finished third. 
“But everyone was a win-
ner and helped support 
two important charities.”

The first was the award-
winning Gianna Cirella 
Memorial Fund, named in 
honor the daughter of 
Stanley “Skip” Cirella and 
his wife Tara who suc-
cumbed to a battle with 
Sepis at age 16 and PAN-
CAN in honor of Denise 
Cahoon Mattox, sister of 
OBVF member Deb Ca-
hoon who lost a battle 
with Pancreatic Center.

Thus, “Team OBVF” re-
corded yet another super 
special success to its sto-
ried tradition such as the 
heartwarming and hospi-
tality filled dinner that’s 
served at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter as 
well as its Friday Food 
Nights.

TERRIFIC TEAM: Among the members of the Oakland Beach Firemen’s Club who 
helped make Saturday’s first-ever Cornhole Tournament an overwhelming success 
were: Ron Manfredo, Lisa Levasseur, Angel Legault, Holly Swift, Robin Sweeney, 
Kim Hazelwood, Marie Cavanaugh, Pam Burnstein, Robin Bellows, Deb Cahoon, 
Lois DeGaetano and Dave Desplaines.
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By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

The Block Island In-
shore Fishing Tournament 
ended Sunday, July 23 
with a winning striped 
bass measuring 48 inches 
caught by team “Frayed 
Knot” led by Capt. Rich-
ard Lipsitz of North 
Kingstown with the Best 
Scenic Photo in the Block 
Island Wind Farm going 
to Dariusz Kolodziejczak 
of Johnston.

The First Place Team 
category saw a three way 
tie between team Tight-
lined led by Taylor Ingra-
ham of Norwalk, CT; De-
fiant led by Eugene Burg-
er of Cutchogue, NY; and 
team Grateful 5 including 
Rick Black, Dustin James 
as well as Flynn, Hayes 
and Tucker Jansen who 
were also awarded the 
Best Team photo in the 
Block Island Wind Farm 
area.

Angler Colin Mansfield 
of Medford, MA dominat-
ed the shore division with 
a 29-inch striped bass and 
a 33-inch bluefish taking 
first place for both shore 
division species.

Twenty-five teams par-
ticipated in the two day 
event. Capt. Chris Willi of 
Block Island Fishworks, 
tournament host, said, 
“We increased participa-
tion by a third for a total 
of 122 anglers and we 
were able to make a $6,000 
contribution to the Block 
Island Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue Department.”  

Capt. Willi said, 
“Thanks to Ørsted (own-
ers of the Block Island 
Wind Farm) and their 
sponsorship of the Tour-
nament we were able to 
donate 100 percent of 
Tournament fees to the 
Fire & Rescue Depart-
ment along with a gift 
from Capt. Nick’s Rock & 
Roll Bar where the Tour-
nament awards ceremony 
was held.”

Over $10,000 in prizes, 
gift cards and tournament 

swag were awarded at the 
“After Party” on Sunday 
at 2 p.m. 

The Tournament in-
cluded shore, fly fishing, 
youth and boat divisions. 
Striped bass and bluefish 
for all divisions plus black 
sea bass and fluke for boat 
and youth divisions. Also, 
a team prize with photo 
division prizes taken with 
the Block Island Wind 
Farm in background were 
awarded for best fish, best 
scenic and best team pho-
tos.

Tournament co-spon-
sors were Whalers Brew-
ing, South Kingstown; 
Quaker Lane Bait & Tack-
le, North Kingstown; The 
Saltwater Edge, Middle-
town; Ocean State Tackle, 
Providence; Snug Harbor 
Marina, South Kings-
town; and Watch Hill 
Outfitters, Westerly.  

Visit www.SandyPoint-
Co.com/bi-inshore-tour-
ney for full Tournament 
results once they become 
available.

Where’s the bite?
Tuna. “Customers are 

hooking up with school 
bluefin tuna about seven 
miles south of Beavertail. 
A customer was reeling 
up to heavy up on her jig 
when their first bluefin 
hit,”  said Tom Giddings 
of the Tackle Box, War-
wick.  

Declan O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle, 
Charlestown, said, “Off-
shore reports have been 
very good with bluefin, 
and yellowfin tuna being 
caught south of the island. 
Most of the action has 
been on the troll but a few 
fish are being caught jig-
ging.”

Summer flounder 
(fluke), black sea bass and 
scup. O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle, 
said, “The fluke bite in lo-
cal waters has been good 
still a lot of shorts but 
some nice fish mixed in 
(7-8lb). A new batch of 

squid just moved in with 
plenty of other bait in the 
water to keep them satis-
fied. A trick while target-
ing fluke when the tide is 
slow or slack is to cast out, 
let your bucktail sink to 
the bottom, and then re-
trieve.” 

Last week angler Shai-
na Boyle of Smithfield 
caught a 27-inch fluke 
drifting north of the New-
port Bridge with an in-
coming tide. 

John Littlefield of Ar-
chie’s Bait & Tackle, Riv-
erside, said “Fluke fishing 
and black sea bass fishing 

have not been good. An-
glers are catching both 
species in the Bay but 
mostly shorts. The scup 
bite remains strong in the 
Bay.”  

“The scup bite is very 
strong with 14 to 16 inch 
fish being caught at the 
Newport and Jamestown 
Bridges. Anglers are kill-
ing it at Rocky Point Pier 
catching large scup, with 
the Greenwich Bay area 
yielding some nice sque-
teague at Sally Rock and 
anglers are catching keep-
er fluke at Warwick 
Light,” said Giddings of 
the Tackle Box.

Striped bass. Littlefield 
of Archie’s said, “The 
striped bass bite in the 
Providence River is not 

good. The water is very 
warm. Last week it was 82 
degrees.”  

The bass bite at Block 
Island on the Southwest 
Ledge remains strong 
with multiple bass in the 
40 to 50 inch range being 
taken. O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle, 
said, “Striped bass fishing 
is still very good but, as 
the water continues to 
warm the bite is better 
earlier in the morning or 
at night. Also try live eels 
on deeper pieces of struc-
ture to try to lure the fish 
out. The ponds have been 
coming alive on the in-
coming tides with stripers 
coming airborne after 
sand eels.”  

Greg Vespe of Tiverton 

caught his personal best 
last week, a 51-inch, 
52-pound striped bass he 
caught off Newport free 
swimming an eel with 
Capt. Mike Littlefield of 
ArchAngel Charters.

Freshwater fishing for 
largemouth bass contin-
ues to be good early 
morning and at dusk 
when things cool off or 
when anglers target shad-
ed areas under trees. “Lit-
tle Pond behind Warwick 
Vets is yielding large-
mouth bass in the four 
pound range, and we are 
just starting to hear that 
customers are catching 
Pike at Gorton’s Pond in 
the Apponaug, Warwick,” 
said Giddings of the Tack-
le Box.

Block Island Inshore Fishing Tournament big success

FAMILY FISHING: Shaina Boyle and her father Gary Vandemoortele both of Smith-
field, RI with the 27-inch summer flounder Shaina caught fishing the Newport Bridge 
area last week. (Submitted photo)

BEST TEAM PHOTO: Best Team Photo in Block Island Tournament was awarded to team ‘Defiant’ for this 
photo taken in the Block Island Wind Farm with some nice fluke caught by young anglers.
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long-standing officials/organizers for the storied 
Johnston Memorial Cancer Events, a 501c3 non-
profit.

Also, the 18-hole scramble format tourney is open 
only to 16 foursomes and will tee off at 1 o’clock 
after players enjoy the JMCE’s special lunch.

In addition to golf, the fun-filled event also ben-
efits from memorial and business tee signs that 
even non-golfers have purchased for the now 
8-year-old tournament. They’re for $75 and $60 re-
spectively. 

“We’re hoping for great weather and another sell-
out,” said Judi Graham, a GCC member/tourna-
ment founder. “There’s nothing like playing golf on 
a sunny September afternoon, having lunch/dinner 
with your friends and helping children who have 
sadly been stricken by and battling cancer.”

If you’d like to enter a foursome, please call Gra-
ham at 401-497-2952 or by email at judi@graham-
builders.com. Also, entries may be sent to Linda 
LaFazia, yet another JMCE officer who is part of the 
close-knit group of friends who continue to raise 
money for Hasbro Children’s Hospital. LaFazia 
may be reached at 401-233-2564 or fazigilly54@
gmail.com.  

■ JMCE
(Continued from page 18)Bergeron an understated great

Tuesday was a 
whopper of a 
news day for 
Boston sports 

which is unusual in the 
summer. Although I 
had a few topics to 
touch on, there was 
just too much national 
news to chew on that 
broke. 

Here are a few 
thoughts on all of the 
news that unfolded:

In my opinion, the 
biggest story to break 
was Patrice Bergeron. 
The Bruins’ captain 
and longtime standout 
center announced his 
retirement after 19 his-
toric seasons and in my 
eyes, he should be con-
sidered one of the best 
athletes to come to 
Boston.

Bergeron was the 
model of consistency 
both on and off the ice. 
Sure, he was never the 
best player in the 
league, but he was al-
ways above average 
and finished his career 
as the all-time leader in 
Selke Awards. Not ma-
ny players can say that 
they were above aver-
age for 19 seasons, but 
he is one of the few 
that can say that.

He was the best two-
way player ever, argu-
ably, and was a leader 
early in his career. Al-
though Zdeno Chara 
wore the “C” for much 
of Bergeron’s tenure, 
everyone in the city 
knew that it was just as 
much Bergeron’s team 
as it was Chara’s. One 
of the most satisfying 
feelings was the first 
time Bergeron skated 
on the ice with the “C” 
a few years back after 
Chara left. It was a 
longtime coming and a 
title that he earned 
years earlier.

It is a shame that 
Bergeron walks away 
with just one champi-
onship ring. For the 
player that he was and 
some of the talented 
rosters behind him, it 
just feels like even just 

one more could have 
happened. They lost in 
the Stanley Cup Finals 
twice and each of them 
burned because we all 
knew that the Bruins 
could have won. If 
Bergeron added just 
one more title to his 
resume, I truly believe 
he’d have a case as the 
franchise’s best player 
of all time, even above 
Bobby Orr. 

It is what it is, 
though, and either 
way, Bergeron is an all-
time Bruin and an all-
time player. It will be 
interesting if the NHL 
Hall of Fame recogniz-
es him as such consid-
ering he never won an 
MVP, but I do believe 
the Selke Awards 
should absolutely be 
enough to get him in. 
In fact, I’d say to ex-
clude him would be a 
gigantic oversight. It 
would be inexcusable. 

Next up is the Boston 
Celtics extending Jay-
len Brown and giving 
him a super max deal 
that exceeds $300 mil-
lion in value. It is an 
overpayment, but the 
reality in professional 
sports these days is 
that if you want the 
player, you need to 
cough up more than 
what should be neces-
sary. 

I like Brown as a 
player, I do. He’s tal-
ented, experienced and 
plays with an edge that 
the rest of the Celtics 
roster has lacked over 
the past few years. This 
team continues to be a 
perennial playoff 

squad but is missing 
that x-factor. Although 
Brown has come up 
short, I do believe he is 
a worthy piece to keep 
in the building.

It is an overpayment, 
though, don’t let my 
compliments fool you. 
He is now the highest-
paid player in the his-
tory of the league 
which is absurd.

Again, anytime a big 
player gets a new deal 
it reestablishes the 
market just as this con-
tract extension did. 
Brown is a very good 
player, but not a guy 
that will lead a team to 
a championship as its 
best asset. Most people 
refer to him as a No. 2, 
when in my eyes, he’s 
a No. 3 on a champion-
ship team. A valuable 
player that is top, say, 
30 in the league, but 
certainly closer to 30 
than 1.

Jaylen Brown and 
Jayson Tatum are one 
of the best young duos 
in the league and lock-
ing Brown down will 
now give the Celtics a 
chance at a title every 
year. I don’t like their 
mental makeups, but 
physically, they’re as 
good as a 1-2 punch as 
any. I like the signing, 
but don’t love it.

The third item that 
broke, well items, were 
the returns of Jack 
Jones and Lawrence 
Guy to the Patriots just 
in time for training 
camp, which started on 
Wednesday. 

Jones was arrested at 
Logan Airport back in 
June for carrying mul-
tiple, loaded firearms 
in his carry on luggage. 
Guy skipped OTA’s in 
May and June over a 
contract dispute. No 
one was sure if they’d 
be back in the building 
in time for camp, so it 
was a relief to see them 
report.

Guy has been a mod-
el citizen for the Patri-
ots since joining the 
team a few years ago 

and is one of the most 
underrated players at 
his position. It sounds 
like cooler heads will 
prevail when it comes 
to his contract which is 
important.

As for Jones, he is 
due back in court in 
August. Not sure how 
the legal process will 
play out, but if he 
misses time this sea-
son, and he could po-
tentially be facing sig-
nificant jail time, that 
would be a massive 
blow to the defense. 
Having him in the 
building is a positive 
sign, but Patriots fans 
should be holding their 
collective breaths as 
the weeks go on. 

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Fifteen Rhode Island College stu-
dent-athletes were named to the 
2023 Little East Conference Spring 
All-Academic team as announced by 
the league office. 

 Student-athletes earned recogni-
tion on the all-academic teams based 
on the following criteria: at least a 
sophomore in academic and athletic 
standing and a minimum cumula-
tive grade point average of a 3.3. The 
conference office honored student-
athletes in the following sports that 
RIC sponsors: baseball, women’s la-
crosse, softball and men’s outdoor 
track & field. 

 BASEBALL: Junior David Iannuc-
cilli (Johnston, R.I.), junior Cal Par-
rillo (Greenville, R.I.), sophomore 
Lucas Pierce (Chepachet, 
R.I.),sophomore Joseph Pitrone III 
(Smithfield, R.I.) and senior Cole 
Podedworny (Wakefield, R.I.). 

 WOMEN’S LACROSSE: Sopho-
more Hannah Marley (Tiverton, 
R.I.), senior Shannon O’Connell 
(Narragansett, R.I.) and senior Ash-
ley Rewers (Oakdale, Conn.). 

 SOFTBALL: Junior Katelyn Ashe 
(Colchester, Conn.), senior Alexis 
Boyce (Wolcott, Conn.), sophomore 
Abby Clesas (Johnston, R.I.), sopho-
more Amanda Conti (Lincoln, R.I.), 
junior Avery Katz (Brookfield, 
Conn.) and senior Shannon McDon-
ald (Saunderstown, R.I.). 

 MEN’S TRACK & FIELD: Junior 
Christopher McCarthy (Cranston, 
R.I.). 

Former All-American Sears Picked by 
Detroit Tigers in MLB Draft 

Former All-American pitcher An-
drew Sears (West Warwick, R.I.) was 
picked by the Detroit Tigers in the 
10th Round (290th overall) of the 
2023 Major League Baseball Draft.

 

RIC athletes named to 
LEC All-Academic squad
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Ryan’s Landscape
Construction

Maintenance
Shrubs and Hedges Trimmed

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Summer Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Steven G. RuhLe 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Business 
ServiceS

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Landscaping

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Realistic
Painting

with Realistic Prices
Woonsocket, RI

Interior Exterior
Excellent Refs. - 25 Yrs. Exp.
No Job Too Big or Small

All 5-Star Reviews on Google
481-2534 Registration #37552

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Business
ServiceS

 ads start at

$32/week
for 4 weeks or more

in the Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

For inFo, call  732-3100

Back 
in the Day

by 
Kelly 

Sullivan

Located at the junction 
of Sheldon Avenue and 
Shirley Street is a 25-by-
25-foot burial lot enclosed 
with iron posts and chains. 
Within the boundaries lay 
the remains of at least 11 
individuals; 10 beneath 
etched stones and one be-
neath a simple fieldstone. 
In 1891, the area was vis-
ited by historian James Ar-
nold, who meticulously re-
corded cemeteries around 
the state, and he noted 
“We are told these are col-
ored people.” 

The RI Historic Cem-
etery Commission men-
tions on their website 
that the area around this 
Warwick cemetery had 
once been known as ‘New 
Guinea’ due to the number 
of African-Americans who 
settled there after slavery 
was abolished in RI. 

By the mid-20th centu-
ry, this cemetery, with its 
slate stones dating from 
1760 to 1861, was hidden 
within tall grasses, the 
ground neglected and the 
stones falling and sinking 
into the ground. Known 
as Warwick Cemetery 
No. 105, the ‘Lippitt/Spy-
wood Lot’, the individuals 
known to be buried there 
are:

Hannah Spywood, who 
died in 1760. The RIHCC 
notes that Hannah was 
mentioned in the diary of 
Samuel Tillinghast and 
was referred to as an “In-
dian woman.”

William Lippitt (1763-
1836), who was born into 
slavery and had been 
owned by Moses Lip-
pitt; and his wife Patience 
(East) Lippitt (1768-1851). 
They had been married by 
Elder Abraham Lippitt in 
1786. 

The sons of William and 
Patience; James Lippitt 
(1791-1826) and Joseph 
Lippitt (1800-1829). 

The daughter of William 
and Patience, Nancy (Lip-
pitt) Spywood (1788-1844) 
and her husband James 
Spywood (1777-1846) who 
had been married by Elder 
Samuel Littlefield on Aug. 
30, 1804. Their daughter 
Ann Eliza Spywood (1812-
1833) is also buried there 
along with Charles Spy-
wood (1804-1863).

Rhoda Arnold (1734-
1829), the daughter of 
Thomas Arnold, and Patty 
Cheese (1786-1861), the 
daughter of Pero and Vio-
let Lippitt. 

Old records of Warwick 
identify those with the 
surname ‘Spywood’ as ‘In-
dian’, ‘black’ or ‘mulatto’, 
which means of mixed Af-
rican and European genes. 
In 1750, a child named 
Elisaberg Spywood was 
identified as an “Indian’ 
and bound out to Samuel 
Stafford. In 1774, the home 

of Samson Spywood con-
tained ‘six Indians.’ And 
in 1782, the ‘Master’ of 
14-year-old Samuel Spy-
wood was contracted to 
teach him to read but not 
to write. 

At one time, Diadami 
Spywood’s three-year-
old daughter Lucy was 
deemed likely to become 
a charge on the Town of 
Warwick so was bound out 
to William Burton of Cran-
ston. He agreed to raise 
her until the age of 18, pro-
viding room, board and 
clothing in exchange for 
payment of nine pounds.

George Spywood, who 
was born in 1801 to a 
Narragansett father and 
a Mashpee mother, was 
bound out to white resi-
dents as a child. At the age 
of 15, he witnessed his first 
Methodist service. As an 
adult, he went to sea but 
returned to Warwick and 
became a Methodist min-
ister. 

Members of the Spy-
wood family of Warwick 
are mentioned frequently 
in the papers of Benoni 
Waterman who owned a 
shipping business. The 
document collection is 
housed at the RI Historical 
Society. 

During the 18th and 
19th centuries, African-
American slaves and 
servants across America 
began staging their own 
“Elections” each June. 
The event involved eat-
ing, drinking, fiddling, 
dancing and fighting. The 
men dressed in their best 
clothes while the woman 
almost always wore white. 

The earliest known Af-
rican-American elections 
in RI happened in New-
port in 1756 and included 
over 1,300 people, most of 
them slaves. Records state 
that, after witnessing the 
pride and ambition of Eu-
ropeans during elections, 
they wanted to have their 
own. That June, the votes 
went into a ballot box as 
each voter was called up 
by name. After the votes 
were counted, the elected 
man, referred to as the 
Governor, was escorted to 
the large tree at the head 
of Thames Street. The cel-
ebration included singing 
in African and English as 
well as music provided by 
fiddles, tambourines, ban-
jos and drums.

Those who attended 
“The Colored Church on 
the Plains” gathered in 
Apponaug for their 19th-
century elections. Elec-
tions were also held in the 
old Arnold Tavern where 
a large hall had been built 
on the east end with a 
spring floor for dancing. 
By 10:00 on the morning 
of the event, the fiddlers 
would be there tuning 
their instruments and put-
ting rosin on their bows.

The election always in-
cluded a great dinner. Usu-
ally, a whole pig would be 
roasted and put on a large 
platter, posed to stand on 
its feet with a lemon in its 
mouth. Rounding out the 
meal would often be roast 
turkey, chicken pie, mince 
pie, apple pie, cheese pie, 
oranges and cake. 

The purpose of the 
elections was for African-
Americans to have the 
opportunity to run, cam-
paign and vote for those 
whom they wanted to rep-
resent their rights and in-
terests, among themselves. 
Two men would then face 
off against each other. 
Each would stand with his 
supporters behind him, in 
two single lines which of-
ten stretched from the tav-
ern to nearly as far as the 
schoolhouse on the hill. 
Whoever had the longest 
line was declared to be 
Governor over the other 
African-Americans in their 
vicinity. Duties included 
settling arguments be-
tween those in the African-
American community and 
making arrangements for 
the next year’s elections.   

 After the winner was 
announced, the card-play-
ing, dice-rolling, dancing 
and drinking began. Those 
who liked to gamble could 
step up to the two barrels 
holding a board, a game of 
chance in which pennies 
could be placed in desired 
spots. The tavern’s bar-
room was located under 
the hall and, typically, two 
or three bartenders would 
be working on the day of 
an elections to fill the bev-
erage orders which came 
in from both sexes. As the 
day went on and attendees 
began showing signs of in-
toxication, the bartenders 
simply watered the drinks 
down to assure the cel-
ebration could continue. 
The dancing usually went 

on all night and everyone 
returned to their homes 
the next morning.

The line of chosen Gov-
ernors at those tavern elec-
tions included Cato Hold-
en and George Eldridge. 
One man who always at-
tended was a rum-lover 
named Bill Bliss. Each 
year, he brought a whip to 
the event and showed off, 
cracking it loudly. Every-
one knew, however, that 
although Bill could afford 
a whip, he couldn’t afford 
a team of horses. 

A lot of attention cen-
tered on Bill Bliss during 
each election, because of 
the cracking whip as well 
as other reasons. He had 
been born with an abnor-
mally large mouth and 
tongue. To the amusement 
of everyone, he would 
stick his tongue in his left 
ear, then his right.  

Another regular at the 
tavern elections was a 
butcher named Joe Proph-
et, also known as "Uncle 
Joe.” Hovering over the 
crowd as the tallest man 
there, his face was said to 
never be without a smile. 
Prime Perry, a small, slen-
der man with a very dark 
complexion greatly en-
joyed the dancing at the 
elections. Peter Rosser, a 
large man who worked as 
a teamster for a manufac-
turing company, seemed 
to be there simply for the 
intoxicants. Eventually he 
would get drunk and en-
gage in violent fights with 
those in his company. 

The white men around 
the country who owned 
or employed the African-
Americans who took part 
in the elections of the 
18th and 19th century, 
collectively approved of 
the event. Most felt it was 
beneficial to have Afri-
can-Americans govern-
ing among themselves, 
making each other abide 
by rules and condemning 
such things as larceny and 
immorality. Eventually, 
the elections ceased and 
many believed it was be-
cause the church and the 
Lord had been powerful 
enough to turn African-
Americans toward sobri-
ety and away from alco-
hol-fueled celebrations.  

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode 
Island columnist, lecturer 
and author.

African American elections in Warwick

AFRICAN-AMERICAN CEMETERY: The Lippitt-Spywood Cemetery in Warwick 
as provided by Mark Brown, who serves on the Warwick Commission on Historical 
Cemeteries as well as the Warwick Historical Society.    
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ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

please check Your ad!
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however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
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issue at advertiser’s option.
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Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

Antiques/Collectibles

We buy antique/old Oriental rugs 
in any condition. Call Bill Trem-
blay: 401-500-2758.

Dina’s Cleaning Service: Pro-
fessional and reliable cleaning. 
Residential and commercial. 20 
years in business. References 
available. Owner, Dina: 401-580-
3830.

Cleaning	Services

Houses	for	Rent

Cranston, 51 Imperial,  2 bdrm., 
1 bath. Double parlor, applianc-
es, hardwoods, w/d hookups, 
unfinished basement, driveway. 
No pets, no smokers. Near shop-
ping, hwy, bus route. Application, 
BCI, Credit required. $2000 p/m, 
avail. Sept. Call: 401-524-6391.

Help	Wanted

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver’s License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648

3 plots & 3 standard cement lin-
ers (HMP) in Hillcrest at High-
land Memorial Park: Sec- R Lot 
80, Grave 2, 3, & 4.  Total pack-
age for $7,000 OBO.  Buyer pays 
$200 transfer fee. Willing to sep-
arate the lot. Call: 252-292-3266.

Cemetery	plots	 
for	Sale

Help	Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 20-
25 hours per week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $15/hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License, reliable vehicle 
and clean BCI. Great job for retir-
ees! Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Administrative Assistant wanted 
at small, active Warwick church. 
20 hours per week, in-office, 
weekdays, flexible. Salary range 
$16 to $18, paid time off. Re-
sponsibilities: greeting visitors, 
answering phone, filing, and 
report preparation. Applicant 
must be well-organized, detail-
oriented, self-starter, able to 
prioritize duties and multi-task.  
Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
required. Confidentiality/sensitiv-
ity a must.   Email resume with 
cover letter to wcbc01@verizon.
net. Background check required

Boat	for	Sale

Sea Ray-18.5 ft. A bow rider. 
Bought new. Like new. Low 
hours, with trailer. Garaged in 
winter. Always trailered. $9,000.  
401-837-2477.

Tractor Trailer 
Mechanic

Full-Time (lincoln Ri)

Looking for a full-time Tractor 
Trailer Mechanic. Monday through 
Friday. To handle the day-to-day 
preventive maintenance on Tractor 
Trailers, Forklifts, Band Saws and 
other company equipment. Welding 
experience necessary. Compensa-
tion is based on experience level.

ConTaCT our oFFiCe aT 

(401) 723-0223 
For More deTaiLS and 

To SeT up an appoinTMenT



Johnston Sun Rise24 Thursday, July 27, 2023
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By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

Military clothing has always fascinated me. 
Thirty years ago, I began studying Civil 
War uniforms and reproducing some of 
them for historical interpretation. Surviv-

ing Confederate uniforms are fairly rare, and when they 
are identifi ed it adds a great human element to them.

I received a uniform from a museum who had deac-
cessioned it as it was not related to their mission. The 
records as well as the name written in the back of the 
coat and the pocket of the trousers identify it as belong-
ing to Johnston De Lagnel. He was born in New York 
in 1831 to a military family. His father, Julius Adolphus 
De Lagnel was an army ordnance offi cer who died in 
1840. In his youth, Johnston ended up in Alexandria, 
Virginia with his brother, Julius Adolphus De Lagnel. 
When the Civil War broke out in 1861, both brothers 
joined the Confederacy.

Johnston was a captain in the 20th Battalion Virginia 
Artillery and manned heavy guns around Yorktown, 
Virginia in 1861 and 1862. By late 1863, he was sta-
tioned in Charleston, South Carolina. While there, he 
had C.D. Carr, a tailor on Broad Street, make him this 

uniform as the original receipt was still in the pocket. 
There are a handful of surviving uniforms made by Carr 
and they have some distinct features. Sadly, De Lagnel 
didn’t have much of a chance to wear his new uniform 
as he died on April 7, 1864, of pneumonia and his body 
was shipped by steamer back to Alexandria.

The coat is made from cadet gray superfi ne broad-
cloth with bright red superfi ne broadcloth collar, cuffs, 
and piping. The cut of the front around the chest is a 
Carr signature. The coat has some Confederate staff 
buttons; however, someone stole some of the buttons 
off the front when it was being displayed at some point. 
The lining is green wool/silk blend, and the sleeves 
are plain woven white cotton. The collar has another 
Carr feature: gold embroidery to denote a captain. The 
sleeves are adorned with two rows of gold galloon. The 
trousers are made from the same cadet gray with bright 
red welts set into the out seams. The cotton watch pock-
et is marked on the outside “Capt. J De Lagnel” and has 
the inseam and waist measurements on the back side of 
the bag.

One of the very cool things about this uniform is the 
original receipt for its purchase from C.D. Carr. It is 
dated January 20, 1864, and he was charged $200.00 
Confederate for making and trimming the coat, and 
$30.00 for the trousers. Although the uniform could be 
attributed to Carr, the receipt is the icing on the cake.

It does need a little conservation work and some re-
placed buttons, but it is still a wonderful piece of Civil 
War history that has survived the ravages of time …and 
the moths.

An Identified
Confederate 

Officer’s Uniform

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!

537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

$$ Looking to BUY Your Collectibles $$ 

We are actively purchasing 
COMIC BOOKS
TOYS • RECORDS
We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.
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Place Your Ad Today — ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment. 3.42”x2” ad. FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE)

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
WWW.DIVCONSERVICES.COM

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Father’s
Day

10% OFF
POOL

APRONS

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

2 Wieners 
w/French Fries 
and a 
Drink      

$10.30

DINE IN / TAKE OUT

876 Atwood Avenue, Cranston, RI  401-227-9589
Open Tuesday-Saturday 9am-3pm

BREAKFAST SPECIAL
2 Eggs, 
Homefries, 
Toast & Coffee

$5.00

automotive services

We employ a Master ASE Certifi ed Technician
 

Brakes • Shocks & Struts • Batteries
Starters • Alternators • Steering & Suspension

4 Wheel Alignments • RI State Inspections
Check Enging Lights • Tune Ups

Complete Auto Repair • Computer Diagnostics
Snow Plowing

ALL MAJOR BRAND TIRES

Full Service Auto Repair and Maintenance

401-946-6888
380 Atwood Ave. Web: safewayoilchange.com
Cranston, RI 02920 Email: safewayauto380@gmail.com

C
E

R
TIFIED TECHNIC

IA
N

automotive services
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www.rhodybeat.com
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401-206-9393

DAVE T TEAM • Licensed In RI & CT

MartyWebberRealtor.com
401-206-9393

��������������������������������

Building Your 
Dream Home 

Anytime, 
Anywhere

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 
Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 2102212986 
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-855-781-5696CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
†Purchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. 
◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023 TruGreen 
Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-844-883-6562

Photo courtesy of Laurey Glenn and Paragon Building Group 

5 Tips To CreaTe a ComforTable forever Home
Family Features 

For most homebuyers, their dream homes 
are not something they’re likely to find 
already on the market. With a unique 
vision of your dream home’s look, 

location and features, building a custom home is 
generally the easiest way to make that dream a 
reality.

to keep things moving as smoothly as possible 
amid what can be a complicated process, consider 
these tips as you embark on the journey.

Set a Realistic Budget
you’ll need to start by determining how much you can spend on your 
house. typically, the cost of building a home is around $100-$200 per 
square foot, according to research from Homeadvisor. you’ll also need to 
account for the lot price as well as design fees, taxes, permits, materials and 
labor. materials and labor should make up about 75% of the total amount 
spent, but it’s wise to build in a buffer for price changes and overages. 

While building your budget, consider what items and features are “must-
haves” and things that should only be included if your budget allows.

Identify the Perfect Location
think about where you’d like to live and research comparable lots and 
properties in those areas, which can give you a better idea of costs. Because the 
features of many dream homes require a wider footprint, you may need to build 
outside of city limits, which can make natural gas more difficult to access. 
Consider propane instead, which can do everything natural gas can and go 
where natural gas cannot or where it is cost prohibitive to run a natural gas line. 
Propane also reduces dependence on the electrical grid, and a propane standby 
generator can safeguard your family if there is a power outage.

“as a real estate agent and builder, i have the pleasure of helping families 
select their dream homes,” said matt Blashaw, residential contractor, licensed 
real estate agent and host of HGtV’s “Build it Forward.” “the homes we 
design and build are frequently in propane country, or off the natural gas 
grid. Propane makes it possible to build an affordable and comfortable, high-
performing indoor living spaces and dynamic outdoor entertaining areas.”

Matt Blashaw

■   Building - Next page
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Call today to reserve your advertising space in our monthly section:

RhodyHome
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder.

With a total circulation of  over 35,000 in the West Bay, 
it’s a great place to advertise.

732-3100 / 821-2216

Shon Campbell
Sale Associate, Broker, Owner

401.595.9185 | shon@enviousproperties.com

Keep Universal Design Principles in Mind
many homebuyers want to ensure their space is 
accessible to family members and guests both now 
and for decades to come. as the housing market 
slows and mortgage rates rise, buyers may look to 
incorporate features that allow them to age in place. 
incorporating principles of universal design – the 
ability of a space to be understood, accessed and used 
by people regardless of their age or ability – can make 
it possible to still enjoy your home even if mobility, 
vision or other challenges arise as you age.

For example, the entryway could have a ramp or 
sloped concrete walkway leading to a front door wide 
enough to accommodate a wheelchair with a barrier-free 
threshold. inside, wider hallways and doorways, strategic 
lighting and appliances installed at lower heights are 
mainstays of universal design. Counters of varying 
heights, drop-down cabinet racks and roll-under sinks in 
kitchens and zero-entry showers, slip-resistant flooring 
and grab bars in bathrooms offer enhanced accessibility.

Consider Alternative Energy Sources
With today’s electric grid, more than two-thirds of 
the energy is wasted; it never reaches homes. unlike 
electricity, propane is stored in a large tank either 
above or below ground on the property. a 500-gallon 
tank can hold enough propane to meet the annual 
energy needs of an average single-family home – 
enough to power major systems in a home.

Propane pairs well with other energy sources, 
including grid electricity and on-site solar, which 
makes it a viable option for dual-energy homes. like 

natural gas, propane can power major appliances such 
as your furnace, water heater, clothes dryer, fireplace, 
range and standby generator. Often, propane works 
more efficiently with fewer greenhouse gas emissions 

than electricity, meaning your home is cleaner for the 
environment.

Propane can even power a whole-home standby 
generator, which is often a big selling point. When a 
home owner purchases a standby generator, a licensed 
electrician installs the unit outside the home and wires 
it to the home’s circuit breaker. When a power outage 
occurs, the generator automatically senses the disruption 
of service and starts the generator’s engine, which then 
delivers power to the home. From the warm, comfortable 
heat of a propane furnace to the peace of mind offered 
by a propane standby generator, many homeowners trust 
propane to provide a safe, efficient, whole-home energy 
solution.

Build a Team of Experts
Hiring the right people can make the process of turning 
your dream into reality go much smoother. start by 
researching reputable builders, paying special attention 
to the types of homes they build to find a style that 
matches what you’re looking for as well as price ranges 
for past homes they’ve built. Consider how long the 
builders have been in business and if they’re licensed 
and insured.

Depending on your builder’s capabilities, you may 
also need to hire an architect or designer. in addition to 
your real estate agent to assist with purchasing the lot 
and selling your previous home, you may need assistance 
from other professionals, such as a real estate attorney, 
landscape architect and propane supplier. a local propane 
supplier can work with the builder to install a properly 
sized propane storage tank either above or below ground 
and connect appliances.
Find more ideas for building your dream home at 
Propane.com.

■ Building
(Continued from previous page)

Photo courtesy of Laurey Glenn and Paragon Building Group 

you may be surprised to learn propane can power 
major appliances, which can increase the value of a 
home because of their high performance, efficiency 
and reduced dependence on the electrical grid.

Furnace
a propane-powered furnace has a 50% longer 
lifespan than an electric heat pump, reducing its 
overall lifetime costs. Propane-powered residential 
furnaces also emit up to 50% fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions than electric furnaces and 12% fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions than furnaces running on 
oil-based fuels.

Boiler
Propane boilers have an expected lifespan of up to 
30 years, but many can last longer if serviced and 
maintained properly. High-efficiency propane boilers 
offer performance, space savings and versatility as 
well as a significant reduction in carbon dioxide 
emissions compared to those fueled by heating oil.

Standby Generator
Propane standby generators supply supplemental 
electricity in as little as 10 seconds after an outage. 
Plus, propane doesn’t degrade over time, unlike diesel 
or gasoline, making it an ideal standby power fuel.

Clothes Dryer
Propane-powered clothes dryers 
generate up to 42% fewer green-
house gas emissions compared to 
electric dryers. they also dry clothes 
faster, which can reduce energy use 
and cost.

Range
With up to 15% fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions compared to electric ranges, 
propane-powered ranges also allow 
for greater control of heat levels. Plus, 
their instant flame turnoff capabilities 
help them cool faster.

Tankless Water Heater
Propane tankless water heaters have 
the lowest annual cost of ownership 
in mixed and cold united states 
climates when compared with electric 
water heaters, heat pump water 
heaters and oil-fueled water heaters. 
they also only heat water when it is 
needed, reducing standby losses that 
come with storage tank water heaters.
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OPEN
11:30 AM - 8 PM

WEATHER PERMITTING

2275 Warwick Ave., Warwick
Next to Dockside Seafood

HOT LOBSTER ROLL
½ lb. “Fresh” Grilled Brioche

With Drawn Butter 

$2999
each

HOT LOBSTER ROLL
½ lb. “Fresh” Grilled Brioche½ lb. “Fresh” Grilled Brioche

With Drawn ButterWith Drawn Butter
$WOW!

TACOS
MAHI-MAHI OR SHRIMP

With Lettuce, Pico de Gallo, Spicy Tartar Sauce

$1399
2 Ct.

ICE COLD BEER AVAILABLE
 Domestics Imports
 $300 $400

SHRIMP
BASKET 

$1299
1/2 lb. Shrimp, Lemon, Cocktail Sauce

SHRIMP
TEMPURA 

$999
Lemon, Orange Ginger Sauce

5 Ct.

COLD LOBSTER ROLL
½ lb. 100% Real Lobster

$2699
each

COLD LOBSTER ROLL
½ lb. 100% Real Lobster½ lb. 100% Real Lobster

$26WORLD

FAMOUS!

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION WEEKEND
Sea Something 

You Like?
Friday thru Sunday 2 PM to Close

LIVE
MUSIC
FRI. • SAT.

SUN.

TOMMY’S TRIO
3 Clam Cakes | Cup of Chowder

                                            Red-White-RI Clear 

¾ Lobster Roll 
Loaded with 100% Real Lobster

$2399 

WOW!

LOBSTER 
BISQUE

With Real Lobster Meat
& Sherry

Cup $750

Pint $1250

Quart $1650

� AWARD WINNING �

CLAM CAKES
& CHOWDER

$850
An order

Red / White
RI Clear
Loaded with Clams!! With Bisque Add $2.00

FISH & CHIPS
$1699

Cole Slaw, Lemon & Tartar Sauce

Largest & 
Freshest

in the State

PT. JUDITH
CALAMARI
$1399
Ala Mama, Sticky, 

Balsamic or Buffalo

Grilled Cheese,
Burger
Hot Dog,
Chicken Tenders 

$599KIDS
ONLY

With Bisque
Add $2.00

FRESH
WHOLE BELLIES

$2299
JUMBO

TENDER STRIPS

$1799

FRIED CLAMS

Ipswich Sweet & Tender

LOCAL NATIVE
SWEET CORN $200

ear

STEAMERS
Triple Washed
Maine
Drawn Butter,
Broth & Lemon  

$1699
2 lb.
pail

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

STEAMED MUSSELS
Drawn Butter & Lemon 

$999
each

STEAMED MUSSELS
Drawn Butter & LemonDrawn Butter & Lemon

WOW!

TOMMY’S FAMOUS
NEW ENGLAND
CLAM BOIL

Steamers, Chorizo,
Native Corn, Saugy,
Potato, Onion,
Piece of  Fish 

$2299
each

100% NORWEGIAN WILD
SALMON BURGER OR

HALIBUT BURGER
With Lettuce, Tomato, 
Remoulade Sauce
Grilled Perfectly 
on Brioche Roll 

$1499

TOMMY’S WORLD FAMOUS

“1 LB”
LOBSTER ROLL 

$5499
1 lb. Fresh 100% Lobster Meat

Grilled Brioche Roll & Drawn Butter

each

each

TOMMY’S WORLD FAMOUS

SNAIL SALAD
Thinly Sliced
Marinated to Perfection 

$999 PET FRIENDLY
NEW DAWG MENU

Grilled Hot Dawg $300

Hamburger $300

Grilled Chicken $300

Served with A Dog Biscuit
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